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BFC Comments on... 





Commodity Descriptions Shown on 
Export License Applications 


Every exporter wants fast action on his application for export 
license, yet many licenses are delayed because the commodity description 
on the application is inadequate. Most of these delays can be avoided 
by making sure that the description conforms to the Positive List entry 
or to the Schedule B classification, as explained in the following 
paragraphs. 





that the truck to be exported is properly 
included under the Positive List entry, 
Thus an application which includes al] 
of the characteristics required for com- 
plete identification of the commodity 
might read: “Commercial motor truck, 
gasoline, new, multiple rear-axle drive: 
gross vehicle weight: 15,775 pounds.” 
Where the Positive List entry covers 
a group of commodities and calls for the 
applicant to specify by name, the com- 


Description Must Identify 
Commodity With Positive List 


When a commodity is on the Positive 
List of Commodities, the description on 
the export license application must be 
in the specific terms of the Positive 
List entry and must give all the infor- 
mation called for by the Positive List. 


For example, the Positive List entry 
for Schedule B No. 79023 covers new, 
commercial, gasoline motor trucks and 
truck chassis, including truck tractors, 
gross vehicle weight 14,001 to 16,000 
pounds, having either a front- and rear- 
axle drive or a multiple rear-axle drive. 
This Positive List entry does not cover 
all of the trucks included in Schedule B 
No. 79023, and an application must give 
all of the information necessary to show 


ific type or name of the commodity in 
addition to the identification of the com- 
modity in terms of the Positive List 
entry. For example, the Positive List 
entry under Schedule B No. 50894 
covers “Other industrial engine lubricat- 
ing oil (specify by name).” A properly 
(Continued on page 20) 








modity description must show the spec. | 
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The International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration (ICA) endeavors to keep 
the Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce fully informed on 
ICA programs, policies, and procure- 
ment. The Field Offices are thus in 


a position to assist American busi- 
nessmen on matters relating to ICA- 
financed procurement, marking regu- 
lations, investment guaranties, the 
Development Loan Fund, and other 
programs. 

Staffed with personnel with wide 
experience in international trade and 
investment they are well equipped to 
provide practical service to foreign 
traders. Such traders are invited to 
make full use of the Department’s 
nearest Field Office. 
Aibuquerque, N. Mex., 

Bldg., Phone: 7-0311. 
Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 

Luckie St., N.W. JAckson 2-4121. 

Beston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 

Courthouse Bidg. Liberty 2-560). 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 504 Federal Bldg., 117 

Ellicott St. MAdison 4216. 

Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas- 
per Bidg., West End Broad St. Phone: 


45 oe 


2-i/é1. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 207 Majestic Bidg., 16th 
St. and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-8931. 

Chicage 6, Lil., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Bivd. ANdover 3-3600. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 915 Fifth Third Bank 
Bidg., 36 E. Fourth St. DUnbar 1-2200. 

Cleveland 1, Ohio, Federal Reserve Bank 
Bidg., E. 6th St. and Superior Ave. 
CHerry 1-7900. 


321 Post Office 


Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104 Merchandise 
Mart. Riverside 8-5611. 
Denver 2, Cole., 142 New Customhouse, 
KEystone 4-4151. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
WoOodward 3-9330. 

Greensboro, N. C., 407 U. 8. Post Office 
Bidg. Phone: 3-8234. 

Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bidg. CApitol 2-7201. . 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 
ELgin 4-7111. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Room 2011, $11 Walk 
nut St. BAltimore 1-7000, 

Les Angeles Calif.; Room 450, 1031 & 
Broadway, Richmond 9-4711. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 
JAckson 6-3426. 

Miami 32, Fia., 316 U. 8. Post Office Bidg, 
FRanklin 9-5431. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bidg. FEderal 2-3244. 

New Orieans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 
EXpress 2411. 
New York 1, N. Y., Empire State Bidg. 

LOngacre 3-3377. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., Jefferson Bidg., 1015 
Chestnut St. WAlnut 3-2400. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 
ALpine 8-5851. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
GRant 1-5370. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courte 
house and P. 6. Bldg. CApitol 6-3361. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: 2-713, 
Richmond 19, Va., 409 Post Office Bldg. 
Milton 4-9471. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 
MAin 1-8100. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
St. EMpire 4-2552. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custome- 
house. YUkon 6-3111. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
P. O. Bldg. ADams 2-47565. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 809 Federal Office Bidg., 
909 First Ave. MUtual 2-3300, 
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F ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Money Situation Improves, Foreign Trade Dips 





Austrian Economy Shows 


Austria’s economy, in spite of the late spring, was operating at a 
higher level in the first quarter of 1958 than a year ago. 

Recessional influences from abroad were felt mainly in foreign 
trade, with both exports and imports decreasing by about 5-6 percent 
in the first quarter compared with the corresponding period of 1957. 
Exports of lumber and iron and®steel—which together accounted for 
about one-third of Austria’s total exports—declined noticeably. 

Thus, the Austrian economy was dependent primarily on domestic 
demand for expansive impulses, which came both from high invest- 
ment and increasing consumption. Industrial production was at a. high 
level, total money supply expanded, both outstanding credit and savings 
rose, and the employment situation was generally better. 


Foreign Trade Drops Slightly 


Foreign trade in the first quarter of 
1958 shows imports valued at $268 mil- 
lion to be 6.3 percent less than in 1957. 
Exports amounted to $219 million and 
were 5.5 percent below last year’s level. 
Whereas the resulting 10 percent reduc- 
tion in the foreign trade deficit ($49 
million) over the first quarter of the 
previous year was a welcome develop- 
ment, its benefits were outweighed by 
concern about the setback in volume 


of trade which is considered a conse- 
quence of international recession, 


Exports in March were valued at 
$80.4 million compared to $72.3 million 
in February. Higher exports in finished 
goods, principally machines, vehicles, 
iron, steel, and lumber, accounted for 
the increase. 


Imports in March 1958 amounted to 
$95.4 million. against $82.7 million in 
February 1958. Increases of $5 million 
for both raw materials,- mostly fuels, 
and finished goods were responsible for 
the upturn. Again the German Federal 
Republic was the most important suppli- 
er, with $35 million in March to $30 
million in February, followed by the 
United States, with $12 and $7.4 mil- 
lion, respectively. 

Increased imports in March were pri- 
marily responsible for a small 46.8 mil- 
lion schilling decrease ($1.8 million) 
in net gold and foreign exchange hold- 
ings, officially reported by the Austrian 
National Bank. This trend continued in 
April, further reducing holdings by 137.9 
million schillings ($5.3 million) to 12,- 
856.5 million schillings ($494.4 million), 


Industrial Production at High Level 


Manufacturers of ordinary steel con- 
tinued to operate at capacity level dur- 
ing the first quarter and maintained 
their high exports as in _ previous 
months. Manufacturers of special steels 
were forced to reduce production by 
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about one-third as a consequence of 
shrinking exports. Rayon staple fiber 
production ran high as before, Total 
output in the first quarter amounted to 
11,450 metric tons compared with 11,380 
tons in the first quarter of 1957. The 
portion of spun-dyed fiber increased 
from about 995 to 1,480 metric tons. 
Paper and cardboard exports dropped 
from about 69,000 to 62,000 metric tons. 

Available data on business expecta- 
tions for April show that foundries, iron 
and metal goods industries, textile mills, 
and leather producers estimated their 
April output to be less than in March, 
Unchanged or slightly higher April pro- 
duction was predicted for the paper- 


processing, food-processing, leather- 
processing, machinery, and olothing 
industries; whereas chemical, wood- 


working, vehicle, and electrical manu- 
facturing industries anticipated a 
marked increase over the March pro- 
duction level. 


Oil Refinery Under Construction 


At the end of April, the ground-break- 
ing ceremony for the new oil refinery 
of the Austrian Oil Administration took 
place. According to press reports, the 
new refinery is scheduled for an annual 
input of 1.66 million tons of crude oil. 

At the same time, the Austrian Oil 
Acministration concluded an agreement 
with the German Farbwerke Hoechst 
Ccmpany. Under this agreement, 
Hvuechst is to supply the gas separation 
plant for the new refinery and to grant 
an investment loan of about 60 million 
schillings to the Austrian Oil Admin- 
istration (26 Austrian schillings=US$1). 
The latter will repay this loan with 
ethylene deliveries to Hoechst as soon 
as production has started. 

The petrochemical project of the 
Austrian Nitrogen Works and_ the 
Italian Montecatin company, involving 


Slight Gain 


production of polypropylene, is still 
blocked by disagreement between the 
two Austrian coalition parties on the 
method of financing the Austrian share. 


Total Available Funds Increase 


The total money supply expanded in 
February and March by 277.7 million 
and 393 million, respectively, to 33,063.3 
million schillings. It seems justifiable to 
assume further expansion in April and 
May. Chiefly responsible for this ex- 
pansion is the continued high level of 
activity in the domestic economy, which, 
together with seasonal influences, led 
to an increase of total credit outstand- 
ing of 449.3 million schillings in Febru- 
ary and 668.7 million in March, com- 
pared with 227.8 and 635.3 million 
schillings, respectively, in the same 
months last year. Outstanding credit 
totaled 37,303 million schillings at the 
end of March 1958. 

Increased demand for credit was 
easily met by commercial banks. Total 
deposits at the end of March were 20 
percent higher than a year earlier, while 
total credit had increased by only 12 
percent during the same period. There 
is reason to assume that the level of 
savings will continue to rise, and the 
accrual of revenues from tourism in the 
forthcoming months will also strengthen 
the financial position of the banking 
institutions, so they should be able to 
meet the credit demands of the expand- 
ing economy without dificulty. 


Public, Private Loans Expand 


Demand for long-term investment 
capital is the reason for the large 
amount of new public loans, including 
mortgage bonds, totaling more than 800 
million schillings ($308 million), already 
issued in 1958. An additional 350 million 
schilling ($135 million) power loan was 
floated in May. The proceeds of these 
loans, which are taken up rather easily 
although largely: by institutional buyers, 
are being spent on investments in the 
power industry and other public proj- 
ects, such as the superhighway, the rail- 
roads, and telephone and postal facilities. 

Capital requirements of private indus- 
try, largely neglected so far, will be met 
to a relatively small extent by the pend- 
ing release of the $10.76 million World 
Bank loan which was signed late in 
April (Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 
12, 1958, p. 38). The loan will be chan- 
neled through the Oesterreichische 
Investitionskredit A.G., founded for 
this purpose last year, which has in- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Nicaraguan-Business Activity High; 
Foreign Exchange Reserves Rise 


Economic activity in Nicaragua was at high level in the first quarter 
of 1958 as harvesting and shipment of coffee and cotton continued. 

Wholesale and retail trade, generally, was above the first quarter 
57 level, and foreign exchange reserves were at the highest point since 


July 1956. 


Despite bountiful harvests of the two major exports, 


Nicaraguan officials, considering the world price. situation and outlook, 
were seeking other agricultural exports to help pay for the country’s 


steadily increasing imports. 


Steps were taken also to foster development in other segments of 
the economy. Construction of a new plywood factory was started, and 


a natural resources law was signed. 


The exportable coffee crop is esti- 
mated at 325,000 bags, (150 lbs. each), 
of which about 251,000 bags had been 
shipped by March 31. Ten percent of 
the crop must be withheld under the 
Mexico City agreement. Output was 
especially good in northern Nicaragua, 
but another important factor was im- 
proved roads which facilitated move- 
ment to collecting centers. 

Congress in April authorized the 
Ministry of Finance to negotiate a 16- 
million cordoba credit with the National 
Bank of Nicaragua to be used by the 
Compania ‘Mercantil de Ultramar, the 
Bank’s marketing agency, to purchase 
the 10 percent to be withheld under the 
Mexico City agreement. This fund has 
not yet been used, however (7 cordobas 
=US$1). 

Cotton, too, is exceeding expectations 
and predictions are that the current 
crop will go about 215,000 bales, all but 
10,000 of which will be available for 
export. As of the end of the quarter 
all but 72,724 bales had been licensed 
for export. These are in the pool spon- 
sored by the National Bank, which will 
purchase at a minimum price of US$0.28 
a pound all cotton which producers wish 
to sell. In the preceding crop season, 
the first in which a pool was formed, 
a total of 31,036 bales were acquired 
all of which were sold by the end of 
last year. 


Cacao Production Encouraged 


Large-scale cacao production is being 
encouraged by a loan from the Nicara- 
guan Development Institute to the U.S.- 
owned Dominion International Corpora- 
tion, for development of 1,000 hectares 
along the Escondido River near Blue- 
fields (1 hectare=2.47 acres). 


With coffee and cotton facing declin- 
ing prices, cattle and meat products 
were being considered as additional for- 
eign-exchange earners, and the Develop- 
ment Institute was continuing its pro- 
gram of importing purebred stock and 
was considering semen imports. Meat 
products are not yet packed in Nicara- 
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gua, but several foreign firms were con- 
sidering packing plants to operate in 
conjunction with the new Managua 
slaughterhouse scheduled for operation 
shortly. Also, two firms have made bids 
to fly frozen and chilled beef from the 
plant to the United States when its 
products are approved by U. S. au- 
thorities. Two representatives of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture were 
in Nicaragua in March preparing a re- 
port on potential export crops. 

Nicaragua, in February, repaid its 
US$3.75-million drawing of last October 
on the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Total gold and foreign ex- 
change holdings as of March 31 
amounted to US$25.3 million, compared 
with 16.3 million a year ago, and 13.2 
million (including the IMF drawing) on 
December 31, 1957. This is the highest 
level achieved since July 31, 1956, when 
reserves totaled $25.6 million. 


Industrial Development Promoted 


A step to further promote industrial 
development was taken in March with 
the signing of a law for the protection 
and stimulation of industrial develop- 
ment. This law, published April 24 and 
effective May 24, provides considerably 
broader duty and tax concessions to 
qualifying industries than did carlier 
legislation of 1955 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Dec. 19, 1955, p. 8). 

The effective date of the new law, 
coincides with the entry into effect of 
the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and 
Navigation between Nicaragua and the 
United States (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 19, 1958, p. 36). 

Ground was broken in the quarter for 
a $250,000-plywood factory at Tipitapa, 
22 kilometers east of Managua on the 
Inter-American Highway, financed main- 
ly by Israeli capital. 


Natural Resources Law Signed 


Other developments in the quarter 
designed to promote economic develop- 
(Continued on page 16) 


W. German Bank Cites 
Drop in Export Orders 


Declining trends in export orders 
received by West German industry 
have begun to affect actual export 
figures, according to the latest monthly 
report of the German Federal Bank. 

The Bank report emphasized that for 
the first time in 5 years West Ger- 
man exports in March did not reach 
the level of the preceding year. 

The comparatively large West Ger- 
man export surplus of 916 million Ger- 
man marks in the first quarter of 1958 
was attributed by the Ba’: primarily 
to a change in favor of the Federal] 
Republic in terms of trade, since prices 
of imported raw materials and freight 
rates have declined significantly, while 
prices for exported German goods in- 
creased slightly. 

On the basis of terms of trade as 
they existed early in 1957, the Bank 
said, the export surplus of the Federal 
Republic in the first quarter of 1958 
would have amounted to only 340 mil- 
lion marks—instead of 916 million 
marks — which would have been con- 


.Siderably below the German _ export 


surplus of 718 million marks achieved 
in the first quarter of 1957 (4.2 German’ 
marks=US$1). It appeared from in- 
coming export orders that declining 
export trends, which have been limited 
so far to raw materials—primarily coal 
—and unfinished industrial products, 
might in the course of this year also 
affect exports of industrial finished 
products, the Bank said. 

Despite still growing surpluses re- 
sulting from the exchange of goods 
and services, the report noted, the 
Federal Republic, in the first quarter 
of 1958, had a surplus of only 367 
million marks in the balance of pay- 
ments resulting from the exchange of 
goods and services and capital transac- 
tions, a surplus which was lower than 
in any other first quarter of a year 
since 1953. This development of the 
balance of payments was not merely 
the result of West German payments 
for armament imports. 

Two other factors were considered 
to have played a more important role 
than armament imports: The reduction 
of West German trade credits abroad 
and growing West German expendi- 
tures for membership in international 
institutions. In view of the above- 
mentioned trends, the Federal Bank 
expected a steady decline in West 
German foreign exchange surpluses.— 
U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





India’s 1957-58 castor bean crop, har- 
vested in January-April, is placed at 
108,640 short tons from 1,325,000 acres, 
according to the final official estimate, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


m | 











uk ee 


mon 
101 | 


meet 

Me 
202 1 
ber s 
year 
not | 
tions 

Th 
ferer 
life, | 
trans 
sans, 
publi 


Cour 


rs 
ry 
rt 
ily 
ik, 
for 
er- 
ich 


har- 
d at 
cres, 
nate, 
orts. 


eekly 














“FEC Appoints Members 
To Advisory Committee 


The Councils of the European Com- 
mon Market and Euratom named the 
101 members of the Consultative Eco- 
nomic and Social Committee at their 
meeting on April 22 in Brussels, 

Members were selected from a list of 
902 nominations sent in by the six mem- 
ber states. They are appointed for a 4- 
year term and will serve as individuals, 
not bound by any mandatory instruc- 
tions. 

This committee represents the dif- 
ferent categories of economic and social 
life, notably manufacturing, agriculture, 
transport, labor, trade, business, arti- 
sans, liberal professions and the general 
public, in accordance with the treaties. 


Committee to Advise 
Councils, Commissions 


The Economic and Social Committee 
will give advice to the Councils or to 
the Commissions of the two Communi- 
ties. The Councils and Commission may 
consult the Committee at any time 
concerning economic and social ’ prob- 
lems. In matters relating to employ- 
ment, labor, legislation, social security, 
protection against occupational acci- 
dents and diseases, industrial hygiene, 
the law as to trade unions, and collec- 
tive bargaining between employers and 
workers, the Commissions are required 
to consult the Economic and Social 
Committee before issuing opinions, as 
provided by Article 118 of the EEC 
Treaty. 

This Committee is intended to pro- 
vide advice by broadly representative, 
independent experts, and is generally 
regarded as a “political” rather than a 
“technical” body. It includes specialized 
sections for the main fields covered by 
the treaties. In particular, there will be 
agricultural and transport sections, 
These specialized sections will operate 
within the framework of the Commit- 
tee, 


Germany, France, and Italy are rep- 
resented by 24 members each, Belgium 
and the Netherlands by 12 each and 
Luxembourg by 5 members. Their 
names are officially listed alphabetically 
and not by national groupings, in keep- 
ing with the “Community” character 
of the body, 

The’ first meeting of the Economic 
and Social Committee was held May 19, 
in Brussels.—U. S. Mission to the Euro- 
pean Community, Luxembourg. 

U. S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco for the first 3 months of calendar 
1958 totaled 82.5 million pounds—down 
82 percent from the 89.9 million ex- 
ported during the period a year earlier, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports, 
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Peru Proceeds With Measures To 
Stabilize, Strengthen Economy 


Peru’s monetary stabilization program was proceeding reasonably 
well in April with respect to Government finance and bank credit. _ 

The latest figures available show no Treasury borrowing from the 
Central Bank this year, though this has been accomplished in part by 
failing to pay an unusually large amount of current obligations. Gov- 
ernment revenues will be increased by several new taxes passed by 
Congress in the month, ineluding authorization for substantial in- 
creases in tariffs, taxes on the income of foreign branch firms, and 
on interest paid to nonresident persons and firms. 

The balance-of-payments position worsened as imports reached 


record levels. 


The Government issued new regulations for bidding on Govern- 
ment construction projects, increased the percentage of coastal lands 
devoted to food crops, and ratified a civil aviation agreement with 


Switzerland. 


A new steel plant started operation, and expansion of power and 


irrigation was under consideration. 


The chief weakness in the stabiliza- 
tion program has been the Govern- 
ment’s action in decreeing wage in- 
creases of such size as to contribute to 
price increases. Furthermore, it is prob- 
able that the banks will be allowed to 
increase their loans, with inflationary 
effects, in order that they may secure 
increased earning needed to pay the 
higher wages decreed for their em- 
ployees. 

Labor problems were a major con- 
cern of both business and the Govern- 
ment. Wage increases decreed by the 
Government resulted in settling two 
major strikes, those of petroleum and 
construction workers. 


Payments Position Worsens 


Peru’s balance of payments problems 
continued to worsen. In spite of at- 
tempts by the Government to cut back 
on imports, figures for the first quarter 
show imports at record levels and the 
adverse balance continuing. 


The desire of importers to lay in sub- 
stantial supplies of goods before a 
threatened tariff increase apparently 
overcame the deterrent effects of re- 
stricted credit and currency deprecia- 
tion. Imports for the first quarter of 
1957 stood at $92.3 million, as compared 
with exports in the same period of 
$68.4 million. The adverse trade balance 
of $23.9 million dollars in the first quar- 
ter of 1958 represented a substantial 
increase over the adverse trade balance 
of $15.9 million incurred in the like 
period of 1957. 

Due to the strike of bank employees 
there were no foreign exchange or 
other bank transactions in the period 
April 17-28. Prior to the strike, ex- 
change rates were within the range of 
22.70 to 22.90 soles to the dollar. Al- 
though the strike continues, on the lat- 





ter date banks opened for limited oper- 
ations and quoted rates at about 22.70 
soles to the dollar. One factor account- 
ing for this stability is that the Gov- 
ernment, in order to avoid pressure on 
the market, has abstained from pur- 
chasing foreign exchange for a consid- 
erable period. 

The inflow of foreign exchange both 
from exports and from invisible sources 
in March was considerably higher than 
in February. Total earnings of $101.8 
million in the first quarter of 1958 were 
only $0.6 million below receipts in the 
like period last year, when export 
prices were still at relatively high . 
levels. The foreign-exchange futures 
market was relatively inactive, with 
premiums ranging 6-7 percent. 


New Measures Enacted 


Bills increasing’ taxes on alcohol, 
coca, and various types of income were 
passed by the Congress. 

An extensive code of regulations for 
bidding on Government construction 
projects was issued in Decree No. 8 of 
April 1. Bidders must be properly regis- 


tered in the Ministry of Public Works 


and in the case of foreign companies 
must renounce in writing their right to 
diplomatic intercession. 

The Government issued a Supreme 
Decree on April 9 to raise the percent- 
age of coastal lands required to be 
devoted to food crops. The new allot- 
ments vary from 15 to 23 percent of 
the total arable land, depending on 
the individual valley. This action is 
designed to reduce food imports, thus 
saving foreign exchange, and to pro- 
vide additional foodstuffs. 

The shipping conferences serving the 
west coast of South America announced 
that effective June 1, 1958, the ocean 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Cuban Sugar Sales, Exports Up 


Cuban sugar production was at an accelerated pace in April; sugar 
sales and exports were higher than those in the comparable month in 


1957, but prices were lower. 


Foreign exchange reserves and total bank deposits dropped, and 
mining activities declined. Exports of tomatoes, cucumbers, and citrus 
fruits to the United States were up, and imports of rough rice were being 


urged. 


Tourism improved, and plans for a new organization to promote 
travel to Cuba were announced. A contract was signed to add six 
freighters to a Cuban steamship company, taxes on imports of motion- 
picture film were suspended temporarily, and an agreement to fix new 


minimum wage levels was passed. 


Sugar Output at § Million 
Spanish Long Tons 


As of April 30 Cuba had produced 
aver 5 million Spanish long tons of its 
then authorized 1958 sugar crop of 5.5 
million tons—the authorized crop was 
increased by 100,000 tons on May 5, 
1958. Production of blackstrap molasses 
amounted to over 200 million gallons. 
Total high-test molasses production for 
the year was estimated at about 85 
million gallons. 

Cuba had exported 1,778,860 Spanish 
long tons of sugar as of April 15, as 
compared with 1,611,994 tons for the 
like period of 1957. Exports to the 
United States amounted to 1,084,673 
tons, as compared with 910,534 tons in 
1957. Exports to countries other than 
the United States equaled 693,552 
Spanish long tons, as compared with 
701,460 tons for the like period of 1957. 


The Soviet Union purchased 89,000 
Spanish long tons of sugar from Cuba, 
in April, bringing that country's total 
purchases from the 1958 crop to 189,000 
tons. Russia paid 3.28 cents per Spanish 
pound, f.o.b. Cuba for its latest pur- 
chase. Cuba, for the first time, also 
made a direct sale to Communist China 
of 50,000 Spanish long tons of raw sugar 
at the price of 3.32 cents per Spanish 
pound, f.o.b. Cuba. This sale was ef- 
fected through the Cuban Foreign Trade 
Bank and the London firm of Czarnikow- 
Rionda, 


Foreign Exchange Reserves 
Down by $6.1 Million 


Cuba's gross foreign exchange re- 
serves amounted to $442.6 million at 
the end of April, representing a net 
decrease of $6.1 million since the end of 
February. As compared with the end of 
April a year ago, however, there was a 
decrease of $71.4 ‘million, or approxi- 
mately 14 percent of the total. The 
decrease this year was attributed to 
lower sugar prices and a decline in 
receipts from tourist expenditures in 
Cuba during March and early April. 

Total bank deposits registered $1,083 
million representing a $43.2-million de- 
crease since March, but an increase of 


6 





$42 million over April of a year ago. 
Commercial bank clearings for the 
month totaled $567 million, which was 
$41.1 million less than the record set 
in July 1957. 

On April 14, the National Bank noti- 


fied its member banks that the require- 
ment of an increase in minimum re- 
serves, scheduled to go into effect May 
1, had been suspended indefinitely. The 
National Bank at the same time sus- 
pended the limits of indebtedness of 
member banks to the National Bank, 
fixed in June 1957, with respect to 
regular advances and rediscounts. 


Passenger car and truck sales were 
estimated to have been between 50 and 
60 percent lower than those of last year. 
Agricultural machinery and implement 
sales dropped 30-40 percent, although 
the fall-off was worse in this field in the 
eastern end of the Island than in the 
Havana area. Department store sales, 
likewise, varied from about 17 percent 
less in the Havana area to 46 percent 
less in Oriente Province. These figures 
compare April of this year with the 
same month of last year. 


Cuba’s exports of tomatoes and 
cucumbers to American markets im- 
proved significantly in March. The 


total value of tomato exports were esti- 
mated at $7 million, as compared with 
$2 million in 1957. 

Increased agitation for the importa- 
tion of rough rice rather than milled 
rice was evident. Excessive milling 
capacity, large outstanding loans to 
mills by the National Bank, decreased 
production as a result of the “white 
stripe” disease, and sporadic rebel 
activity in the rice zones of Oriente and 
Camaguey Provinces, all served to high- 
light the question of imports of rough 
rice in preference to those of clean rice. 


Tourist Trade Improves; 
New Organization Formed 


The tourist trade recovered in the 
latter part of the month from the 
serious slump it experienced in March 
and by the end of the month travel 
between Cuba and the United States 
was approaching normal levels. Cuban 


—— 


tourist officials were preparing for the 
annual meeting of the Caribbean Tourist 
Association scheduled to take place jp 
Havana May 12-16. 

Plans were announced for the repre. 
sentatives of the tourist hotels, airlines 
travel agencies, and other enterprises 
affected by tourist trade to form a new 
organization called “New Cuba Py 
Tourism Committee’ for the purpose of 
unifying their efforts to promote an ex. 
pansion of travel to Cuba. Members of 
the committee will visit major U. §, 
cities and a joint advertising campaign 


will be launched as a means of attract. 
ing more visitors. 


Mining, Petroleum 
Activities Decline 


Several mines continued to remain at 
a standstill or in a state of curtailed 
operations, owing to revolutionary ac. 
tivities near the mine locations. Less 
favorable world mineral prices also 
adversely affected the domestic indus. 
try. 

Petroleum exploratory activity declined 
again partly because of the hampering 
of field activities in areas where revolu- 
tionary forces impeded transportation 
and partly because of the lack of any 
Significant favorable development in 
many months. No geophsyical crews 
were active in Cuba during the month 
and drilling slackened sharply. 


A Cuban Government loan agency, 
the Economic and Social Development 
Bank (BANDES), reportedly was. com- 
pleting its studies of the feasibility of 
financing a copper smelter somewhere 
in Cuba. All Cuban copper producers 
were invited to participate in the lengthy 
deliberations leading to the tentative 
decision to proceed with the develop 
ment of final. plans. Meanwhile another 
loan agency, the Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Development Bank (BANFAIC), 
was concentrating its interest upon pro 
posals to develop the country’s manga 
nese industry, by stimulating exploita- 
tion programs and installing ore treat- 
ment facilities. 


Steamship Company To 
Add Six Freighters 


The signing of a contract between the 
Cuban Foreign Commerce Bank and the 
Cuban steamship company, Flota Marti 
tima Browning de Cuba, S. A., was ai- 
nounced on May 4. Under the terms of 
the contract, the Bank is to finance 
the acquisition of six freighters to 
operated by the company under the 
Cuban flag. Four vessels of 4,100 tons 
each will be purchased in England and 
2 others of 3,100 tons each are unde? 
construction in Japan. They will be 
delivered at intervals in the last half o 
1958. The company plans to offer direct 
service between Cuban and other Carib 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Latin American Draft 
Indebtedness Rises 


Draft indebtedness of Latin American 
importers to U.S. exporters increased 
in April by $4.5 million, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York has 
reported. Collections outstanding on 
Latin America totaled $168.5 million 


' at the end of April, the highest so far 


this year, according to the Bank’s 
monthly survey of 14 large commercial 
banks. 

Increases in indebtedness were re- 
corded for 15 countries, with Venezuela 
and Colombia accounting for the larg- 


est rises. Outstanding indebtedness of 
Venezuela rose by $1.8 million to $43.1 
million at the end of April, the highest 
level on record for that country; 
Colombian indebtedness increased by 
$13 million to $20.2 million. Small 
decreases were recorded for 8 countries, 
with the largest decline being regis- 
tered by Brazil, whose obligations fell 
by $0.6 million to $22 million, reversing 
a 3-month buildup in indebtedness. 


According to the survey, the dollar 
amount of drafts paid by Latin Ameri- 
can importers in April amounted to 
$42.9 million, an increase of $1.7 million 
over the preceding month. The most 
sizable increase was recorded by Brazil, 
whose remittances rose by $2.7 million 
to $6.4 million, the largest amount 
remitted by that country in a month 
since March 1955. Venezuelan payments 
rose by $1.3 to $10.7 million. “ Twelve 
countries reported declines; Colombia 
showed the largest drop, its payments 
declining by $1.8 million to $2.1 million. 


U.S. New Drafts Increase 


The dollar value of new drafts drawn 
by U.S. exporters on Latin American 
importers continued to increase in April, 
rising by $4.9 million to $47.4 million, 
owing mainly to new drawings on 
Venezuela and Argentina. New draw- 
ings on Venezuela increased by $3.9 
million to $12.6 million. Nine countries 
reported declines in new drawings, with 
Brazil showing the largest decrease. 

The total outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
Teporting banks in favor of U.S. ex- 
porters increased for the third con- 
secutive month, rising by $11.3 million 


to $223.4 million. Outstandings on 
Argentina showed the most sizable 
ase, rising by $11.3 million to 


$33.9 million, the largest increase since 
February 1956. Outstandings on Brazil 
tose $2.1 million to $30.4 million, while 
those on Colombia increased by $2 
Million to $12.2 million. Decreases were 
Teported for nine countries, with out- 
standings on Peru and Venezuela regis- 
tering the largest declines. 
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Ecuador's Gold, Dollar Reservés Up, 


But Economic Outlook Uncertain 


Although Ecuador’s gold and dollar reserves increased in April over 
March, the economic outlook is uncertain, primarily because of ap- 
prehension among business leaders over slumps in the banana, textile, 
flour, and leather industries and the Government’s tight credit policy. 

Government measures to increase the means of payment affected 
imports in the first quarter, causing a decrease approximately three 
times as big as the decrease in exports. Growers are concerned over 
inadequate pest and disease control for the banana and cacao industries. 


Foreign exchange reserves, although 
slightly higher in April than in March, 
were lower than in April 1957. The 
value of the sucre declined suddenly in 
mid-April, partly because of reports of 
a slump in banana price quotations in 
the New York market, but by the end 
of the month it had strengthened again 
and the dollar check rate on April 30 
was 16.30 sucres buying and 16.40 selling 
in Guayaquil. 

Government actions to increase the 
means of payment, recently announced 
by the Minister of Economy, include a 
requirement for transfer of 50 percent 
of the Social Security Agencies’ liquid 


funds from the Central Bank to private- 


banks, reduction by 50 percent of 
advance import deposits on additional 
items on Import List II (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, May 26, 1958, p. 13), 
and acceleration of Government projects 
and expenditures, 

Preliminary statistics show that total 
exports from Ecuador in the first quar- 
ter of 1958 were valued at 303.4 million 
sucres, 9.2 million sucres less than the 
total of 312.6 million sucres in the cor- 
responding 1957 period. Imports during 
the same period were valued at 274.5 
million sucres (CIF), 27.1 million sucres 
less than the 1957 total of 301.6 million 
sucres. 


Industry Complaints Varied 


Businessmen in Guayaquil are ap- 
prehensive over future prospects in the 
coastal area of Ecuador, citing a con- 
tinued decrease in the means of pay- 
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ment and the danger of a slump in 
banana exports to the United States 


as the basis for their fears. In the 
highland region the textile industry is 
in a serious slump, since, in addition to 
generally slack business conditions, the 
industry has suffered from competition 
from contraband imports. 


Industry representatives continued to 
complain about the state of business in 
general, and the tight credit situation 
in particular. In addition to the textile 
mills, which suffered most, the flour 
milling industry was in serious trouble. 
The largest mill in the country threat- 
ened to liquidate unless afforded some 
relief from high taxes on imported 
wheat. The company, in a presentation 
to the public, provided facts and figures 
to prove that the combination of high 
taxes on imported wheat and the ceiling 
price on flour was squeezing it out of 
business. 

Coastal hide, skin, and shoe leather 
manufacturers complained that ‘no cus- 
toms protection was available for local 
shoe leather and, while manufactured 
shoe imports were prohibited, imports 
of synthetic products were ruining the 
national leather industry. 


U. S..Banana Market Down 


So far in 1958 diversity of exports has 
prevented any serious local market re- 
action stemming from the economic 
recession in the United States. During 
April, however, banana producers and 
exporters were becoming apprehensive 
over the possibility of a serious decline 
in the U. S. market for Ecuadoran 
bananas. Producers were particularly 
concerned at mid-month by reports that 
the United Fruit Company’s local sub- 
sidiary had temporarily reduced export 
operations as a result of poor U. S. 
market conditions. Although the com- 
pany continued to buy fruit under its 
contracts, the quantity of fruit moved 
to Guayaquil for export was down by 
about one-third. Trade representatives 
were hopeful at the close of the month 
that the decline in the U. S. banana 
market might be remedied by efforts to 
improve the quality of Ecuadoran 
bananas. It was also reported in trade 

(Continued on page 27) 
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South Africa Extends Financial 
Controls to Sterling Transactions 


The Union of South Africa Minister of Finance in an effort to slow 
outflow of capital and thereby strengthen the country’s balance of pay- 
ments position on May 7 announced new financial control measures. 

The measures are designed to restrict bank credit for direct or 
indirect financing of imports and to exert more control over exchange 


transactions within the sterling area. 


Exchange controls for nonsterling 
transactions are already tightly main- 
tained and are not directly affected. 


Announcement of the financial meas- 
ures followed closely the imposition of 
somewhat tighter import-control regula- 
tions at the end of April (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, June 2, 1958, p. 15). 


Import Credit Restricted 


Under the new regulations the Gov- 
ernment will invoke the provisions of 
the South African Reserve Bank Amend- 
ment Act of 1956 to force the banks 
to restrict credit, principally’ for im- 
ports. Union residents will have their 
exchange transactions with the sterling 
area more strictly controlled to control 
outflow of funds. 


Exporters’ transactions also will be 
closely watched to ensure that sales 
proceeds flow speedily back to the 
Union. In the past Union exporters to 
sterling-area countries sometimes have 
failed to transfer to the Union the pro- 
ceeds of their exports. Also, holders of 
short-term investments in other ster- 
ling-area countries have failed to re- 
port investments to their bankers and 
to repatriate current income on such 
investments, as well as capital on ma- 
turity. Failure to comply with legal 
obligations in exchange transactions 
with the sterling area has caused con- 
siderable loss to the Union’s reserves. 

The Government, the Minister stated, 
has also decided to withdraw immedi- 
ately a concession which permits a Union 
resident to retain £10,000 in another 
sterling-area country. Union residents 
are now required to declare to their 
bankers within 30 days all foreign cur- 
rency, including sterling area and other 
funds formerly exempt, held by or 
accruing to them. It is emphasized that 
in this context foreign currency means 
all currencies other than Union cur- 
rency. 

On May 7, applications for sterling- 
area currencies for any purpose, in- 
cluding travel in sterling countries, be- 
came subject to the same restrictions 
as those for nonsterling currencies. 

To retain close connection with the 
London Stock Exchange, the Finance 
Minister will not alter existing regula- 
tions on South African securities. Thus 
Union residents may buy or sell on the 
London Stock Exchange South African 





securities also quoted on the Johannes- 
burg Stock Exchange. If they sell se- 
curities, however, they must declare and 
repatriate the proceeds unless they re- 
invest in other permissible securities 
within 30 days. 

. Because of the Union’s close commer- 
cial and financial ties with the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, special 
consideration will be given to exchange 
transactions with that country. Union 
residents, however, must declare to their 
bankers in the Union all balances in 
building societies and other institutions 
in the Federation. 


Bank Credit To Be Checked 


Commercial bank discounts and ad- 
vances, the Minister noted, have in- 
creased substantially in recent months, 
To curb possible internal inflationary 
influences, some check on bank credit 
appeared necessary. Under powers given 
the Reserve Bank by the South African 
Reserve Bank Amendment Act of 1956, 
the Bank, with consent of the Union’s 
Treasury, may require commercial 
banks to keep a supplementary reserve 
balance with the Reserve Bank. The Re- 
serve Bank has proposed, and the Treas- 
ury has agreed, that this measure should 
become effective towards the end of 
June, when each commercial bank will 
be required to maintain a supplement- 
ary reserve equal to 2 percent of its 
total liabilities to the public in the 
Union. One month later that reserve will 
be increased to 4 percent. This measure 
is intended primarily to affect bank 
credit for direct or indirect import fi- 
nancing. Banks are requested to avoid 
as far as possible restriction of credit 
for production in general. 


The new financial curds, as well as 
earlier changes in import controls, re- 
flect the Government’s concern over the 
downward trend in the country’s gold 
and foreign exchange holdings. 

As of May 2 these holdings had de- 
clined to £79.7 million, the lowest in 
17 years. This decline has been caused 
partially by the adverse trade balance, 
which continues to increase and thus 
create greater demand on foreign ex- 
change holdings. 

In the first quarter of the year ex- 
ports amounted to £101.4 million, com- 
pared with £116.8 million in the same 
period of 1957. Imports in the first 


Peru Passes New Law 
Raising Import Duties 


A new Peruvian law authorizes the 
President to increase specific import 
duties on general merchandise by 5 
percent and on luxury items by 100 per. 
cent. 

The President is. also authorized to 
double the duty on luxury goods subject 
to the 100-percent surcharge and to 
prohibit importation of nonessential 
goods. Basic commodities, such as food. 
stuffs and pharmaceutical supplies, are 
exempted from the duty increases, as 
are also imports covered by bilateral 


treaties with contiguous countries, such 
as Chile. 


The new law merely authorizes the 
President to increase import duties by 
the amounts stated, but actual increases 
will not take place until the regulation 
implementing the new law, No. 12,99 
enacted on May 5 and published in the 
Oficial Gazette of May 6, is promulgated 

Enactment of the law was designed 
to increase Government revenue and to 
help correct a serious balance of pay. 
ments that has caused a severe drain on 
the nation’s reserves.—Oficial Gazette, 





Honduras Raises Import 
Duties on Some Shirts 


Honduras has raised its import de 
ties on inexpensive shirts by setting a 
minimum duty of 7 lempiras per gross 
kilogram on shirts otherwise dutiabl 
at 50 percent ad valorem (2 lempiras= 
US$1). 

Wool and silk shirts are not affected, 
nor are cotton shirts entering the cour 
try under the 1936 Reciprocal Trade 
Agreement with the United States, 


Honduran tariff classifications af- 
fected by the new minimum duty, which 
went into effect on May 13, are: 

841-04-02A. Shirts of synthetic fibers, e- 
cept rayon, pure or mixed. 

841-04-03A. Shirts of rayon, pure or mixed. 

841-04-05A. Shirts of cotton, pure or mixed. 

841-04-06A. Shirts of other textile fibers 
not elsewhere specified, pure or m 


—U. S. Embassy, Tegucigalpa 





quarter amounted to £155.4 million, | 


compared with £132.2 million in 191 
The trade deficit was caused to a cor 
siderable extent by large automobil 
imports and by the sharp drop in pri¢ 
of wool, a major South African export 
The South African financial position 
has also been affected by con 
commercial bank borrowing from th 
Reserve Bank to meet new demané 
for credit—U. S. Embassy, Pretoria. 
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Germany Opens 
Dollar Area Quotas 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
has announced new quotas for import 
from non-OEEC countries and the dol- 
Jar area of tow flax and flax waste not 
already liberalized; flax products; hemp 
products ; jute products; jute yarns; and 
jute strings, ropes, and fishing nets. 

Applications for licenses to import 
the items will be accepted until the 
following value limits are reached: 1.7 
million German marks for tow flax and 
flax waste; 200,000 marks for flax prod- 
ucts; 400,000 marks for hemp products; 
15 million marks for jute products; 
550,000 marks for jute yarns; and 150,- 
000 marks for jute strings, ropes, and 
fshing nets (1 German mark= 
US$0.238). In no event will applications 
be accepted after December 31, 1958. 

Both countries of origin and pur- 
chase must be dollar area or non-OEEC 
countries. Reexport will be permitted 
only against payment in freely conver- 
tible currency.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





Peru Waives Import Duty 
On Television Equipment 


Peru has exempted television trans- 
mitters, parts, and accessories imported 
for the purpose of establishing tele- 
casting stations from payment of all 
import duties except a 7-percent custom 
surcharge on c. i. f. value of the ship- 
ment. 

Exemption of each shipment is, how- 
ever, subject to prior approval of the 
Peruvian Bureau of ‘Telecommunica- 
tions. 

Imports of television transmitters, 
parts, and accessories from the United 
States previously were subject to a 
specific import duty of 4 soles a gross 
kilogram, plus 12.5 percent of the c. i. f. 
value (1 sol=US$0.045). 

The exemption was granted, by a 
Supreme decree of April 28, in an effort 
to promote development of television in 
Peru.—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 


Venezuela Bans Export 


Of Some Types of Coffee 


Venezuela now prohibits export of 
the following species of coffee: Coffea 
canephora, pierre (robusta); Coffea 
liberica hierm, and Coffea congensis 
froehner; and unselected varieties of 
Coffea arabica L. 

It also controls the seeding or other 
propagation of the same species except 
for official or authorized private in- 
vestigations. 

This action was taken to protect the 
high quality of Venezuela coffee, which 
is one of the country’s most important 
agricultural sources of income.—vU, S. 
Embassy, Caracas. 
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Portugal To Expend $19 Million 
For Expansion of Fishing Industry 


Investment of 550 million escudos, the equivalent of about US$19 
million, in the Portuguese fishing industry in the period 1959-64 is pro- 
vided for in Portugal’s proposed second 6-year development plan. 


Of this amount the larger part is to 
be devoted to modernizing and enlarg- 
ing the various fishing fleets. Although 
possible overproduction in certain sec- 
tors of the industry and over-fishing in 
certain areas place limitations on the 
development of some fleets, mainte- 
nance of fisherman employment calls 
for consideration in others. 

Construction and improvement plans 
anticipate increased production both for 
domestic consumption and for export, 


with major emphasis on codfish for the 
domestic market and tuna for export. 


New Vessels To Be Built 


Construction of 10 new codfishing 
vessels is planned in the 6-year period, 
at a cost of about $7,350,000. The new 
vessels will have a total capacity of 
about 9,000 tons of dried cod a year. 
With the present fleet national produc- 
tion in the 1957-58 season yielded 54,000 
tons of dried cod. Some of the new 
ships will replace vessels now in opera- 
tion, but they will be bigger, faster, and 
better equipped and are expected to in- 
crease substantially the catch of fresh 
cod. Three new codfish drying installa- 
tions also are to be constructed under 
the plan. 

An estimated $700,000 will be invested 
in the construction of 20 sardine ves- 
sels. All the new vessels will be replace- 
ments so that no increase in fleet ton- 
nage is anticipated. Improvements are 
to be made, however, to increase the 
fleet’s productivity, including ultrasonic 
sounding devices, radio telephones, syn- 
thetic fiber nets, and mechanical devices 
for hauling in nets. 


Investments in the whaling industry 
will total about $280,000. Most of this 
amount will be spent to acquire equip- 
ment for the reduction of whaling by- 
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products for vessels now without such 
equipment. 

A total of $3,220,000 is to be invested 
in the tunafishing industry. This invest- 
ment will include acquisition of 6 large 
vessels of the “Tuna Clipper’’ type, 17 
vessels for local and coastal fishing, and 
construction of freezing facilities. 


An important development in the tuna 
industry is a plan to change from tradi- 
tional coastal fishing to long-distance, 
highseas fishing, with the objective of 
selling frozen tuna gather than canned 
tuna. . 

So-called local fishing is carried on by 
individual owners of small craft in the 
immediate vicinity of fishing ports. This 
type of fishing is important to Portugal, 
a report on the 6-year plan points out, 
primarily because of the number of fish- 
ermen involved—about 45,000. Funds 
are to be made available to these fisher- 
men for the purchase of motors and 
fishing gear.—U. S. Embassy, Lisbon. 





Guatemala: Changes 
Milk Import Rules 


Guatemala has made the following 
changes in its milk import regulations: 

Powdered skimmed milk, as well as 
powdered whole milk, may be imported 
for industrial use and the maximum size 
of the containers is raised to 56 pounds. 

The words “Leche en polvo descre- 
mada para uso industrial” (powdered 
skimmed milk for industrial use) must 
appear in 10-centimeter-high letters on 
containers of such skimmed milk. In 
other respects, powdered skimmed milk 
for industrial use must be packaged, 
labeled, and dated in the same manner 
as is powdered whole milk for industrial 
use, 

The Guatemalan Bureau of Public 
Health will permit use of strip labels 
to meet the requirements of these regu- 
lations, although revision of labels by 
the manufacturer is preferred. 


Labels of powdered skimmed milk for 
cattle consumption need not contain 
Bureau of Public Health registration 
number, manufacturer’s name and ad- 
dress, date of packaging, and other in- 
formation required on labels of milk 
for human consumption or industrial 
use.—U. S. Embassy, Guatemala City. 


The new regulations effective Febru- 
ary 1 were reported in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 3, 1958, page 12. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Mexico Widens Import, 
Export Restrictions 


Mexico has put corn, sorghum, and 
certain construction boards under im- 
port control, the latter to be restricted 
even in Baja California. 

Export control over some cattle is ex- 
tended to shipments from the free zone 
of Baja California and partial free zone 
of northwest Sonora. 

Mexican import tariff classifications 
affected by the new import controls are 
the following: 


Em@tive March 20 


620.02.04. Sheets of wood pulp or vegetable 
fiber over 1 millimeter but not exceeding 3 
millimeters thick and weighing per square 
meter over 1 kilogram but not over 3 kilo- 
grams. : 


620.02.05. Sheets of wood pulp or vegetable 
fiber, even if painted or embossed, over 3 
millimeters but not exceeding 7 millimeters 
in thickness and weighing over 2 kilograms 
per square meter. 


The new import controls apply also 
to the foregoing items imported into 
the free zone of Baja California and 
partial free zone of northwest Sonora, 


which normally are excluded from 
Mexican import controls. 
Effective March 22 

0560.00.08, Corn. 

281.99.04. Millet and sorghum (seed). 


Extension of export control to cattle 
shipped from the Baja California free 
zone and partial free zone of northwest 
Sonora, effective March 22, applies to 
cattle covered by the following export 
tariff classifications, exports of which 
originating elsewhere in Mexico have 
been under contro] for some time: 

0111.03.00. Female cattle weighing up to 
250 kilograms. 


6011.03.01. Same, 
grams. 

0611.03.02. Male cattle weighing up to 100 
kilograms. 

011.03.03. Same, weighing over 100 and up 
to 250 kilograms. 


0011.08.04. Same, 
grams. 


—Diaro Oficial, March 20 and 22, 1958. 


weighing over 2650 kilo- 


weighing over 250 kilo- 


Haiti Grants Exclusive 
Right for Tobacco Export 


The Government of Haiti has granted 
Standard Commercial Tobacco Haiti, 
Inc., a firm incorporated under Haitian 
law, the exclusive right to export tobac- 
co from Haiti. 


The company, reportedly a branch of 
Standard Commercial Tobacco Co., Inc., 
of New York, was formed to— 

@ Encourage farmers to plant tobac- 
co. 

@ Establish a central market where 
tobacco producers may sell their prod- 
ucts, 


@ Develop a world market for export 
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and sale of tobacco produced in the 
country. 

@ Establish a permanent cash mar- 
ket for Haitian tobacco. 


This action was reported in Le Moni- 
teur, the Haitian official journal, on 
May 8.—U. S. Embassy, Port au Prince. 


Trinidad to Create 
Development Group 


The Trinidad Legislative Council on 
May 9 passed enabling legislation for 
the establishment of an Industrial De- 


velopment Corporation as a statutory 
body. 

The corporation is to consist of not 
less than 5 or more than 10 members, 
to be appointed by the Governor-in- 
Council. In exercising its function of 
stimulating, facilitating, and undertak- 
ing the development of industry in 
Trinidad and Tobago, the Corporation 
is empowered to— 

@® Carry on activities in connection 
with discharge of its functions. 

@ Promote the carrying on of such 
activities by other bodies or persons, 
and to give assistance, including finan- 
cial assistance, to such other bodies. 


@ Enter into any transaction involv- 
ing expenditure, borrowing, and grant- 
ing of loans or investment of money 
and acquisition and disposition of prop- 
erty or rights. 

Provision: is also made for transfer 
to IDC of the functions, property, and 
resources of Hotels Development Cor- 
poration, established in June 1956. 


IDC has received an allocation of 
BWIS$6 million of development program 
funds for the period 1958-62 and will 
take over BWI$11.023 million allocated 
to HDC from the same source for the 
same period (BWI$1—US$0.59).—U. S. 
Consulate General, Port of Spain. 








* 


investment in 


VENEZUELA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. « « A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


$1.25 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











—— 


Canada Permits Sale 
Of Surplus Uranium 


The Canadian Government under a 
change in sales policy announced on 
May 7 now permits uranium producers 
to sell small quantities of the mineral to 
other countries for testing and research 
purposes. 

Such sales may be made to friendly 
countries subject to export permit from 
the Canadian Atomic Energy Control 
Board and the Department of Trade and 
Commerce. 

Permits may be issued for individual 
sales of up to 250 pounds of uranium for 
use in testing and research, but the total 
of such sales to any one country may 
not exceed 2,500 pounds, unless the Gov- 
ernment of the recipient country has 
an agreement with the Canadian Goy- 
ernment for cooperation in peaceful uses 
of atomic energy. Permits normally will 
be issued for export of larger quantities 
to countries with which Canada has such 
an agreement. 


The Canadian crown corporation, 
Eldorado Mining & Refining Limited, 
had been the sole buyer and seller of 
all uranium produced in Canada. Under 
the new policy, private producers may 
make their own arrangements for sale 
of any uranium which Eldorado is 
satisfied will be surplus to their con- 
tract requirements with the company, 


The change in governmental ‘policy 
stems from the ability of some Canadian 
uranium mines to produce more than 
their contract requirements and _ the 
Government's desire to facilitate sale of 
the surplus elsewhere. 





South Africa Requires 
License for Milk Import 


Condensed milk, skim milk, and milk 
powder may be imported into the Union 
of South Africa only with prior license 
issued by the South African Department 
of Agriculture, effective April 11. 


Presumably the Department of Agri- | 


culture will grant licenses freely, but 
milk products will continue to be sub- 
ject to the general import controls ap- 
plying to most consumer goods. Under 
those restrictions, registered importers 
receive an exchange allocation for pur- 
chases abroad, which is conveyed in the 
form of an import license issued by the 
Scuth African Department of Com- 
merce and Industries, 

The new control, the Department of 
Agriculture states, was not designed to 
restrict import of milk products, but 
was promulgated to make available to 
the Department information on imports. 
The information will be obtained from 
the importer’s license application.—U. $. 
Embassy, Pretoria. 
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Surinam Establishes 
New Exchange Rate 


The Surinam Foreign Exchange 
Control Board has authorized a 
change in the official rates of ex- 
change for foreign currency, ef- 
fective May 1. 

The new rates reduce from 0.04 
to. 0.03 the Surinam guilder con- 
version spread for VU. S. dollars. 
Sight drafts now convertible at 
the rate of 1.87 guilders per dol- 
jar and can be purchased from 
the bank at 1.90 guilders. Former- 
ly the rates were 1.865 and 1.905 
guilders, respectively 

Conversion rates for other cur- 
rencies also -are adjusted to re- 
flect the change, 

The old rates were established 
on September 1, 1951.—U. S. Con- 
sulate, Paramaribo. 














First Cartel Authorized 
Under New German Law 


The German Federal Cartel Office has 
announced the authorization of a condi- 
tions and rebate cartel for the Associa- 
tion of German Necktie Material 
Manufacturers, the first cartel to be 
authorized under the new Cartel Law. 
’ The new cartel entered into force on 
April 30. 

As authorized, the cartel may not un- 


dertake measures designed to protect 
the association against unanticipated 
changes in market conditions, and pro- 
vision for retroactive price changes in 
delivery contracts and for fixed prices 
in future contracts is forbidden.—uU. S. 
Embassy, Bonn. 


Jamaica Reduces Match 
Import Duty 50 Percent 


Jamaica has reduced the import duty 
on matches by about 50 percent. The 
general duty rate, under which most 
match imports fall, has dropped from 
18 shillings 8 pence to 9 shillings per 
gross container (1 shilling=US$0.14). 

New general duty rates, with British 
preferential in parentheses, are as 
follows: 

899-02.1 Containers in which there 
are not more than 30 matches—9 
shillings per gross (6 shillings 9 pence). 

800-02.2 Containers in which there are 

More than 30 but not more than 60 
matches—9 shillings per gross (6 shil- 
lings 9 pence). 
_ 899-02.3 Containers in which there are 
More than 60 matche#—1 shilling 4 
pence per 1,000 matches (1 shilling).— 
Jamaica Gazette, March 7, 1958. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Peru Raises Alien Income Taxes 


A number of Peruvian income tax changes important to nonresi- 
dent taxpayers have been put into effect. 

Principal among the changes, provided for by law 12,997 of May 
12, published in El Peruano the following day, is the raising of the fixed 
rates of the complementary tax, the most important group of Peruvian 


income taxes applicable to aliens. 

The prior 12-percent complementary 
tax rate, applicable to the following 
kinds of nonresident income, is raised 
to 19 percent: 


@ Dividends on nominative shares, 

@ Professional income, 

@ Payments for services. 

@ Interest payments on credit opera- 
tions. 

@ Real estate income. 

The new law amplifies the definition 
of “nonresident” to “a person who, hav- 
ing his habitual residence abroad, has 
remained in the country for an unin- 
terrupted period of less than 6 months 
in any year, and also one who, though 
domiciled in Peru, has remained abroad 
for an uninterrupted period of more 
than 1 year.” 

Nonresident sole proprietors and non- 
corporate business entities will be taxed 
at the rate of 15 percent, instead of 
the former 12 percent, on net profits 
received from businesses established in 
Peru. 

Dividends on bearer shares held by 
nonresidents will be subject to a com- 
plementary tax of 19 percent, in place 
of the former 14 percent rate. The rate 
of tax on bearer bonds is increased to 
9 percent, instead of the former 7 per- 
cent. 

In addition to the income tax changes, 
a 25-percent surcharge is levied on most 
stamp taxes and on the 1-percent tax 
on salaries and wages exceeding 200 
soles a month. This surcharge is to 
be effective until April 1, 1959.—El 
Peruano, May 13, 1958. 

These changes should be noted in De- 
partment of Commerce publications 
“Investment in Peru,’ May 1957, pp. 
145-146; and “Establishing a Business 
in Peru,” World Trade Information 
Service, part 1, No. 56-59; May 1956, 
pp. 8-9. 





Iraq Authorizes. Refund 
Of Tax on Cement Exports 


The Iraq Government has enacted a 
new Cement Excise Tax Law, No. 7 of 
February 4, 1958, to replace law No. 9 
of 1953. 

The new law provides for a tax on 
locally produced cement at the same 
rate, the equivalent of US$1.40 a metric 
ton, but authorizes a refund of the tax 
on cement exported. 

This measure, effective February 22, 
is intended to make Iraqi cement com- 
petitive in world markets.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Baghdad. 





Cuba Sets New Lard 


Import Documents 


The new Cuban tariff promulgated on 
March 17 changes some of the docu- 


mentary requirements for import of 
lard. 


The new regulations require that— 


Every importation of hog lard shall be 
accompanied by a declaration sworn to 
by the exporter before the proper au- 
thority of country of origin, stating 
the percentage addition of hydrogen- 
ated fat or other compound foreign to 


the lard as stabilizer, anti-oxident, pre- 
servative, etc. 


Every importation of lard must be 
accompanied by a certificate issued by 
the proper authority in country of orig- 
in stating that the lard to be exported 
is considered by that country as edible 
under its health Jegislation. 


The second of these requirements has 
been in force for a number of years, 
and U. S.-lard exporters have met it 
by obtaining an export certificate from 
the Meat Inspection Division of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. 


The new requirement, the Cuban 
Government has announced, can be ful- 
filled by use of the same MID certifi- 
cate provided it contains the informa- 
tion required in both of the regulations. 


In addition, each MID certificate 
covering lard shipments must be certi- 
fied by the respective Cuban consul to 
establish its authenticity—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Havana. 





Peru Extends Suspension 
Of W heat Duties, Surtaxes 


Peru has extended the suspension 
of all duties and surtaxes on wheat im- 
ports for an additional period of 90 
days, effective June 7. 

Authorized by Supreme Decree No. 
8 of May 16, the new suspension is an 
extension of the 90-day exemption es- 
tablished by Supreme Decree No. 2 of 
March 7. (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Apr. 28, 1958, p. 9.) 

This duty and surtax exemption was 
authorized to reduce costs of wheat in 
Peru and thus offset in part the steady 
increase in cost of living—U, S, Em- 
bassy, Lima. 

















WORLD TRADE LEADS 





7 Foreign Governments Invite Bids 





Ambulances, Lubricants, Horses, 
Tachometers, Sailboats Needed 


Several foreign governments. through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Burma 

Timber trucks, 4; trailers for trucks, 
4; two-man power saw, 3; one-man 
power saw,.3; jeep with trailer, 3; mobile 
workshop, 1; bids invited until July 15 
by the Chairman, State Timber Board, 
Government Timber Depot, Arlone, 
Rangoon. Tender documents consisting 
of detailed specifications and terms of 
contract may be obtained from that 
authority: 


El Salvador 


Raincoats, 836, bid No. 104; and tele- 
phone switch boards, 15, magneto or 
common battery, manually operated, 
with trunk cabling, 9 with 200-line ca- 
pacity, 6 with 100-line capacity ex- 
pandable to 200 lines, bid No. 105. Bids 
invited until June 16 by La Proveeduria 
General de la Republic, San Salvador. 
Bid notice in Spanish.* 


Ethiopia 

Welding electrodes, 79,500 pounds, 
sizes ranging %-inch to %-inch; all 
purpose, hard surfacing, and low hydro- 
gen types; bids invited until July 1 by 
Imperial Highway Authority, P. O. Box 
1770, Addis Ababa.* 


Greece 

Canned meat, 190 metric tons (50 
tons in 12 ounce-cans with keys, 140 
tons in 6-pound cans), corned beef type; 
bids invited until June 18 by the Minis- 
try of Commerce State Purchase Direc- 
torate, Caningos Square, Athens. 


Lead storage batteries, approximate 
value $13,350, bid deadline June 18. 
Tubes for wireless sets, approximate 
value $7,670, June 19. Cavalry horses, 20, 
approximate value $13,350; lead pro- 
toxide (litharge), 121,000 pounds, ap- 
proximate value $19,650; tachometers, 
25; and lubricants, 50 metric tons; June 
24. Bids invited by State Procurement 
Service, Ministry of Finance, 56 El. 
Venizelos Street, Athens. 

Sailing boats, 6, with equipment; bids 
invited until July 8 by the Ministry of 
National Defense, General Naval Staff, 
2 Paparighopoulou Street, Athens. 

Cross arms, 16,900, approximate value 
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$52,000, bid deadline June 17; and sin- 
gle-phase meters, 195,000, approximate 
value $700,000, June 20. Bids invited 
by the Public Power Corporation 
(P.P.C.), 5 Loukianou Street, Athens. 

Ambulances, 15, bids invited until 
July 4 by the Institute of Social Insur- 
ance (IKA), 19 Hippocratous Street, 
Athens. 

Locomotive and railcar tachometer 
paper tapes, 5,500 rolls, bid deadline 
June 17; and calcium carbide, 55,000 
pounds, June 20. Bids invited by Greek 
State Railways (SEK), 12 b Polytech- 
niou Street, Athens. 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C.* 


India 


Steel structurals, plates, sheets, bars, 
and rounds for Indian Railways, 57,000 
long tons, tender No. SD-1; bids invited 
until June 26 by the India Supply Mis- 
sion, 2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C. Tenders including 
specifications may be obtained on re- 
quest from the mission. 


Iran 


Filters, 16 million; bobbins of cork- 
paper tape, 1,200; and adhesive, 400 
gallons. Bids invited until July 3 by 
the Iranian Tobacco Monopoly, Tehran. 
Conditions of contract and specifications 
may be obtained from the Embassy of 
Iran, 3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington, D, C.* 


Iraq 


RR, crossing sleepers, 5,000, meter 
gage, lengths ranging from 7’ to 12’; 
bids invited until June 17 by the Direc- 


tor General, Iraqi State Railways, 
Baghdad.* 
Pakistan 
Wire-wound resistors, 370, ranging 


from 75 ohms, 4 watts to 1,000 ohms, 
2 watts. Telephone head sets, 500, com- 
plete; and jack fastener drivers, 25. 
Bids invited until June 16 by Pakistan 
Posts and Telegraphs Department, Ka- 
rachi.* 


NATO Projects in Italy 
And Belgium Planned 


Two new projects, one in Belgium 
and the other in Italy, estimated to 
cost a total of - $308,000, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 

The project in Belgium, located at 
Saint Hubert in the Province of Luxem- 
bourg, calls for construction of a 
covered storage space and firehouse, 
including heating and electrical instal- 
lations. The building construction is 
estimated to cost about $116,280, the 
heating work $11,100, and the elec- 
trical installations about $5,218. 

The project in Italy, located at 
Decimomannu, Sardinia, calls for con- 
struction of a hangar and workshop, 
including heating and electrical in- 
stallations for an estimated cost of 
$176,000. 


Applications Necessary 


Firms desiring to bid on the Belgian 
project should register their interest 
before June 11 with the Ministere De 
La Defense Nationale DeBelgique, Serv- 
ice General Des Constructions Mili- 
taires, Direction Batiments, Caserne 
Prince Baudouin, Place Dailly, Brussels, 
referring to bid request No. 232. 

Firms interested in bidding on the 
Italian project should submit their ap- 
plication before June 10 to Ministero 
Difesa-Aeronautica, Direzione Generale 
Demanio, Ufficio Studi, Viale Castro 
Pretorio, Rome. Information on their 
qualifications should be enclosed on an 
appropriate form obtainable on request 


from the Trade Development Division, . 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
a i Ge 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram available from that Division. 





Uruguay 

Ophthalmological instruments, 28 
types, bid No. 1128, bid deadline July 
15; and anti-pophidic serum, 1,000 10- 
cc. ampoules, bid No. 1130, June 17. 
Bids invited by the Ministry of Public 
Health, Montevideo. Only individuals 
or firms legally established in Uruguay 
may participate in public bids. Others 
may enter bidgthrough their Uruguayan 
agent or representative. Bid notice in 
Spanish,* 
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Equipment, Tinplate 
Wanted by Iran 


Tenders are invited until July 29 
by the Food and Canning Company, 
a subsidiary of the Plan Organization 
of Iran, for the supply and delivery of 
equipment, cans, tinplate, and meas- 
uring tools for the fish-canning plant 
which is being established at Bandar- 
Abbas, Iran. 

Included in the tender are: 1 million 
collapsed tin cans; semiautomatic re- 
forming line for collapsed cans, com- 
plete with motor; four hand vacuum 
testers; micrometer for measuring dou- 
ble seams; can opener; power-press- 
type body maker complete; 500,000 key 
opening covers of prime tinplate; 35,000 
of 20-inch x 25-inch hot dipped prime 
tinplate, both sides enameled. 

Terms of contract and specifications 
may be obtained from the office of the 
Managing Director, Food and Canning 
Company, Bandar-Abbas. 

A copy of contract terms and specifi- 
cations is available on loan from .the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


lraq Ministry Invites Bids 
For Equipment, Substations 


Bids are invited by the Development 
Board and Ministry of Development of 
the Government of Iraq for equipment 
and substations for the Central Eu- 
phrates Zone electrical system. 

Contract No. 21 calls for the supply, 
delivery, and erection of powerline 
carrier equipment and accessories, The 
bid deadline is August 4. 

Contract No. 22, with a bid deadline 
of August 18, involves construction of 
substations. 

Full information concerning these 
tenders may be obtained from the Em- 
bassy of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue 
NW., Washington, D, C. 

A four-volume set of the contract 
documents for each tender is available 
on loan from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Australian Firm Offers 
Decorticator for Sale 


A decorticator, located on a planta- 
tion near Port Moresby in the Terri- 
tory of Papua, New Guiana, is offered 
for sale by J. H. Jamison, liquidator, 
Cooper Brothers & Co., 12-14 O'Connell 
Street, Sydney, Australia. Conveyor 
equipment designed to move decorti- 
cated fiber to delivery points for wash- 
ing Or other processing also is included, 
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Sale will be made either on site or 
at Port Moresby. 

The decorticator, installed in 1954 re- 
portedly at a cost of $67,500, has been 
used to experiment with kenaf as a 
substitute for jute in the production 
of wool packs. It is understood the de- 
corticator and equipment have been 
carefully maintained and are available 
at a favorable price. 


Power Bids Invited 
In Somaliland 


The Municipal Administration of 
Mogadiscio, Somaliland, invites tenders 
until June 30 for the concession to 
produce and supply -electric power in 
the District of Mogadiscio. Bids must 
be accompanied by a resume of quali- 
fication, showing competence and finan- 
cial ability. 

The concession is to have a duration 
of 20 years and entails construction 
of an electric power station, and the 
installation of cables, transformer sta- 
tions, and distribution lines including 
lines for the lighting of the city. About 
2,600,000 kilowatt hours reportedly were 
sold during 1956 in Mogadiscio, and this 
amount was increased in 1957 by 6 
percent. 

Additional information concerning the 
tender may be obtained from the Ad- 
ministration. Copies of the munici- 
pality’s proposed contract, in Italian, 
are available on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


lran Invites Bids for Heating, 
Air-Conditioning Equipment 


Bids are invited until July 15 by 
the Telephore Company of Iran for 
supply and installation in its new tele- 
phone exchange in Resht (Northern 
Iran) of the following: 

Fully automatic air-conditioning plant 
in connection with a water-pumping 
plant, and a fully automatic air-condi- 
tioning plant (without hot water circu- 
lation and radiation) for the entire 
building. 

Conditions of contract, specifications, 
and drawings are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Additional information 
may be obtained from the Construction 
Commission, Iran Telephone Company, 
Khiaban Ekbatan, Tehran, Iran. 








Indian Fertilizer Plant 
Specifications Available 


Specifications and conditions of con- 
tract covering the. supply and erection 
of machinery and equipment for a ferti- 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any. trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms: 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Pascal Combeau &. Co. (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), rue Pascal-Com- 
beau, Cognac, Charente, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents 
large quantities of good current to high- 
est quality cognac—80 to 84 proof per 
case of 124/5-qt. bottles. Firm has 
agents in California, Minnesota, New 
Jersey, New York, Texas, and Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Reserve des Caves de la Rotisserie de 
la Reine’ Pedauque (producer, whole- 
saler, exporter), Aloxe-Corton (Cote 
d’Or), wishes to export direct or through 
agent, except in California _where al- 
ready represented, several thousand 
cases of wines, including burgundy, 
Beaujolais, and Cotes du Rhone, in cases 
of 12 or 24 bottles. 





Bags, Tea 
Japan 

Akatsuki Trading Co., Ltd. (export 
merchant), 1 Junkei_  machi-dori 


2-chome, Minami Ku, Osaka, wishes to 
export direct 3 million per contract of 
paper tea bags in the following sizes: 





lizer plant at Neyveli are available on 
loan from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, May 26, 1958, 
page 14. 
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3” x 2”; 4" x 2%", and 4%” x 2%". Sam- 
ples available.* 


Boxes, Jewelry 


Italy 
Industria Scatole Affini, S.p.a. (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter), 8 via 


Maggiore Giuseppe Galliano, Palermo, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
large quantities of small cardboard 
boxes and cases for jewelry and watches 
made to look like wooden boxes—made 
to order. Firm has an east coast rep- 
resentative and is interested in develop- 
ing the market for these boxes in other 
areas of the United States. 


Buttons 


Italy 


Bottonificio Olubra (manufacturer), 
Castelsangiovanni (Piacenza), wishes to 
export direct or through agent Galalith, 
mother-of-pearl, and plastic buttons. 


Clothing Accessories 
Italy 


Tex-Confezioni-di Gatti 
(manufacturer), Villaguardia 


Giuseppina 
Maccio 


(Como), wishes to export direct or 
through agent silk and rayon neckties. 
Desk Sets 

Italy 


Edoardo Mottadelli (manufacturer of 
Jeather goods and leather desk sets), 
Via C. Gluck 48, Milan, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 300 
monthly of handmade leather desk sets. 
Sample, photographs, and pricelist avail- 
able.* 


Electrical Supplies, Equipment 


Italy 

Corradini Primavesi S.p.A. (manufac- 
turer), Via Comelico 3, Milan, wishes 
to export direct or through agent high- 
and low-voltage electrical equipment, 
including circuit breakers, automatic 
switches, commutators, and fuse holders. 

Elchim, s.r.1 (manufacturer of electric 
hair dryers and fans, coffee grinders, 
and beaters), Via Larga 11, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
5,000 monthly of electric hair dryers. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet in 
Italian available.* 


Engines 
Italy 

Moto Garelli, s.p.a. (export and sales 
department of Meccanica Garelli, manu- 
facturer), Via Visconti di Modrone 19, 
Milan, wishes to export direct or through 
agent 500 monthly of detachable engines 
for bicycles; also autocycles and motor- 
cycles. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
lets and pricelist available.* 


Foodstuffs 


France 

Etablissements Duprat & Durand 
(producer, canner, wholesaler, export- 
er), 11 rue Roger-Salengro, Talence, 
Gironde, wishes to export direct or 
through agent Jarge quantities of very 
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good quality canned food products, in- 
cluding corned beef, cream of goose 
liver, chicken a la gelee, Chipolate with 
rice, Neapolitan sauce or stew, and 
other fancy foods of high quality. A 
member of this firm reportedly may 
attend the National Fancy Food and 
Confection Show scheduled for New 
York August 24-27. 

Andre Trougnac’ (Etablissements) 
(processor, packer, wholesaler, and ex- 
porter), 29bis rue Auber, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to export direct 
canned celery hearts; also gherkins in 
brine in 170-kg. wooden casks—natural 
products carefully prepared and packed. 


Italy 


Antonino Contorno (canner, export 
merchant), Via F. Gangitano 4, Pa- 
lermo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent eggplant and artichokes 
in cans. 

U.T.LA. (producer of tomato paste 
and soup cubes), Monticelli (Parma), 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
250 metric tons annually of concentrat- 
ed tomato paste, packed in cans of 200 
and 500 gm., and 1, 2, 5, and 10 kg. 
Norway 


H. J. Kyvik A/S (manufacturer of 
wooden barrels; exporter of barrels and 
salted and smoked herring), Haugesund, 
wishes to export direct Norwegian Sloe 
herring in various packs and Iceland 
herring in barrels of 100 kilograms net. 


Footwear 


France 

Pierre Recalt (Etablissements) (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 11 rue 
de la Navarre, Mauleon-Soule, Basses- 
Pyrenees, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of good- 
quality canvas shoes with jute or rope 
soles (espadrilles),’ and fancy sandals 
for men, women, and children. 


Furniture 


Italy 

FRAMAR di Mario Franchioni (man- 
ufacturer), Via San Giovannino 4, Pa- 
via, wishes to export direct or through 
agent chairs, armchairs, and sofas, with 
metallic frames and padded with foam 


rubber. Catalog of photographs avail- 
able.* 





India Mission Invites 
Transformer Bids 


The India Supply Mission ‘in- 
vites bids until July 17 for supply 
of six 110-kilovolt and seven 66- 
kilovolt power transformers for 
Madras Grid. 


Bid forms giving particulars may 
be obtained from the Mission, at 
2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C. Reference should 
be made to bid No. SE-1. 











Handicrafts 
India 


Ram Lal Shori Lal Jaini (manufac. 
turer of cotton thread; wholesaler and 
exporter of Indian handicrafts), Bazar 
Kaserian, Amritsar, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of Indian handicrafts, including Kash. 
mir embroidered shawls, caps, and belts, 
and carved ivory articles. 


Household Appliances 
Italy 


S.LC.A.D.I. (manufacturer), 21 Via 
Faruffini, Milan, wishes to export direct 
or through agent portable liquid gas 
ovens and lamps. 

Angelo Valenti (manufacturer), Via 
Cherubini 6, Milan, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent home expresso 
(steam) coffee-making machines, toast- 
ers, ashtrays, and giftware, 


Instruments and Equipment 


France 

Henri Lixaute (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 16 rue Guiraude, Bor. 
deaux, Gironde, wishes to export direct 
and through agents surgical and dental 
instruments and equipment, including 
precision instruments, electrical appa- 
ratus for dental laboratories, and equip- 
ment for dental surgeons such as fold- 
ing or portable electrical drilling appa- 
ratus, revolving fountaig-type dental 
basins, cauterizers, and complete dental 
stands with light, fountain-type basin, 
drilling apparatus, burrs, etc.; also, in- 
struments and equipment for chiropo- 
dists. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
lets in French available.* 


Lumber 


Italy 

Geom. Cesare Giuberchio (producer, 
wholesaler), Robbio (Pavia), wishes to 
export direct or through agent Italian 
Pavia type poplar lumber. 


Machinery and Parts 


Germany 

Eberhardt Henkel (sales agent selling 
machine and precision tools, dies, and 
machine parts), Bad Ditzenbach, Wuert- 
temberg, is interested in representing as 
purchasing agent U. S. firms engaged in 
the import of tools, dies, stampings, ma- 
chinery, and machine parts, 
Marine Equipment 
Norway 

Marine Aluminum (manufacturer, ex 
porter), 63C Salhusveien, Haugesund, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
ships’ equipment in sea water-resistant 
aluminum alloy, including accommoda- 
tion ladders, gangways, pilot ladders, 
radar masts, rafts, side scuttles, win- 
dows, etc. Photographs, drawings, and 
pamphlet available.* 


Native Products 


Egypt 
Fathy Mohamed El-Sayed Achmawy 
(importer, exporter, commission agent), 
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11 Rue Cherif Pacha, Alexandria, wishes 
jo export direct or through agent large 
quantities of and as required grade A 
onions, garlic, rags, palm fiber, cotton 
waste, groundnuts, aniseeds, and dried 


mint. 


porcelain Ware 
Japan 

Yamajuh China Mfg. Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), No. 81, 2-chome, 


Hachiryu-cho, Kita-ku, Nagoya, wishes 
to export direct fine china porcelain 


g-piece dinner sets monthly; 5,000 23- 
piece tea sets monthly; 5,000 17-piece 
coffee sets monthly; and 10,000 snack 
sets monthly consisting of 1 cup and 1 
dish 8”-10” diameter, 


Tea 

India 

Iran Tea Trading Co. (export and 
commission merchant), Bharat Bhavan, 
3A Chittaranjan Ave., Calcutta 13, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
any quantity required of all qualities 
and grades of Indian black tea. 


Textiles 

Finland 4 
Saarinen & Hammar (manufacturer, 
exporter, wholesaler, collector for ex- 
port), Hopeasalmentie 21, Kulosaari, 
Helsinki, wishes to export direct or 
through regional agents in Texas and 
California 2,000 annually of handwoven 
double-weft Takana wall tapestries, and 
up to 100,000 yards annually of hand- 
printed drapery fabrics. 


Germany 

Anton Walraf Soehne, Textile 
G.m.b.H. (manufacturer and exporter of 
cloths of all kinds; importer of cotton), 
2 Feldstrasse, Grevenbroich, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 15 mil- 
lion annually of cloths of all kinds, in- 
cluding scrubbing, floor, dish, and pol- 
ishing cloths, of cotton and perlon. Price 
lists available.* 


Toys 

Hong Kong 

Maidstone Trading Co. (export mer- 
chant), Room 626 Man Yee Bldg., 
Wishes to export direct or through 
agents in New York and other leading 
ports plastic toys, including dolls of var- 
jous sizes and designs with movable 
limbs and eyes; polyethylene masks; 
Polyethylene sunglasses for children; 
pumpkin and skull lanterns; and paper 


weights. Samples and pricelist avail- 
able.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Foodstuffs 

Jomaica 

Richard O. Mitchell (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent), 9914 Harbour St. 
P.O. Box+404, Kingston, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for 
tanned fruits and vegetables. 
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table and kitchenware as follows: 500 . 
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World Trade Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
# on private foreign firms or indi- 
* viduals mentioned in the World 
=. Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
portunities departments of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be prepared on request— 
= through the Commercial Intelli- 
* gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
+ Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
= ment’s Field Offices. 2 
id Requests for these reports = 
+ should include the names and ad- 
dresses of the firms or individ- 
uals. 

The information given in a 
* World Trade Directory report 
; usually includes lines of goods © 
* handled, operation methods, size = 
* of business, capital, sales volume, 
-, trade and financial reputation, and 
* other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 








Machinery 
India 

The Khanna Trading Agency, Pvt., 
Ltd. (importing distributor, wholesaler, 
manufacturer of writing pads and en- 
velopes), 268 Raja Market, Sadar Bazar, 
Delhi #6, wishes to purchase direct two 
compact automatic plants to manufac- 
ture envelopes and paper bags. 


Pesticides 


Egypt 

Richard Gorra (manufacturer's agent, 
commission merchant), 8 Sharia Kasr 
El Nil, Cairo, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for mineral oil emul- 
sion for spraying citrus plants; quan- 
tity: 500 metal drums, each containing 


200 liters net. Firm wishes to submit a 
bid on an Egyptian Government tender. 
Razors 

France 


Robin & Fils (retailer, wholesaler of 
surgical instruments, dry shavers, safe- 
ty razors, and related lines), 15-17 rue 
du Clocher, Limoges, Haute-Vienne, 
wishes to purchase direct good-quality 
electric dry shavers, and also safety 
razors and blades. Catalogs and price- 
lists desired by firm. 


. Surgical Instruments 


France 


Robin & Fils (retailer, wholesaler of 
surgical instruments, dry shavers, safe- 
ty razors, and related lines), 15-17 rue 
du Clocher, Limoges, Haute-Vienne, 
wishes to purchase direct good-quality 
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small surgical instruments, preferably 
new types. Catalogs and pricelists de- 
siced by firm. 


Tires and Tubes 
Iraq 


Haj Hammoudi Muna (importer, re- 
tailer of automotive parts and acces- 
sories, tires and tubes, and batteries), 
Kufa St., Bejef, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency from U. S. manu- 
facturers of rubber pneumatic tires and 
tubes for passenger cars and trucks, as 
well as auto batteries and auto parts 
and accessories. Arabic is the preferred 
language of correspondence. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Equipment 
Pakistan 


Adamali Mohamedali Potia & Co. 
(importer, commission merchant, indent 
agent), 17 Chartered Bank Chambers, 
Mcleod Road, Karachi, seeks agency for 


agricultural sprayers and similar equip- 
ment. 


Chemicals 


Egypt 
Richard Gorra (manufacturer’s agent, 
commission merchant), 8 Sharia Kasr 
El Nil, Cairo, wishes to obtain agency 
for the following chemicals: DDT—lin- 
dane emulsifiable concentrate, 25% lin- 
dane, gamma isomer of B.H.C., wettable 
sulfur, cotton dust, ground yellow sul- 
fur, nicotine sulfate, and technical DDT. 
Foodstuffs 
Germany 

Bremer Hawaii Anana-Import Ges. 
Busch & Co. (BEHAG) (manufacturer's 
agent, Bei den Muehren 70, Hamburg 
11, seeks agency for canned. pineapple 
in tins of all sizes. 
lraq 

Alexander E. Messayeh (importer of 
stationery, canned foodstuffs, electrical 
appliances), 7/40 Ras Al-Qarya St., 
Modern Chemical Industries Bldg., Ras 
Al-Qarya St., Baghdad, seeks agency 
and exclusive distribution of U. §S, 
canned vegetables, fruits, and meats. 


Hotel Supplies 
Jamaica 

J. A. Brandon & Co, (indent agent), 
129 Tower St., Kingston, seeks agency 
for hotel supplies, including furniture, 
chinaware, cutlery, and linens. 

Richard O, Mitchell (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent), 9942 Harbour St., 
P.O. Box 404, Kingston, seeks agency 
for hotel glassware. 


Scientific Instruments 


Italy 

Columbus (manufacturer of X-ray 
tubes and valves), 15 Via Lamarmora, 
Milan, seeks agency for monitors for the 
measurement of X-ray radiations and 
contaminations. 

SOTER (manufacturer's agent), 4 Via 
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Mengoni, Milan, seeks agency for elec- 
tronic metal detectors. 
Windmills 
Pakistan 

Adamali Mohamedali Lotia & Co. (im- 
porter, commission agent, indent agent), 
17 Chartered Bank Chambers, McLeod 


Road, Karachi, seeks agency for wind- 
mills, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Belgium 

Georges Joseph Decoux, representing 
Firme G. Decoux, Grand ’Place 6, Jauche, 
is interested in surveying the U. S. mar- 
ket for the sale of firm’s automatic 
straightening and eyeleting machines, 
and seeks technical information on simi- 
lar machines manufactured in the 
United States. Scheduled to arrive in 
early June via New York for a 3- to 4- 
week visit. U. S. address: c/o Belgian 
Consulate, 630—5th Ave., New York, 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Philadel- 
phia, and Boston. 


Chile 


Francisca Petrinovic Soriano, repre- 
senting Industria Alfalex, Libertad 1396, 
Vina del Mar, is interested in manufac- 
ture of working clothes, and seeks tech- 
nical information on industrial sewing 
machines. Was scheduled to arrive June 
4 via New York for a month’s visit. U.S. 


address: c/o Chilean Consulate, 61 
Broadway, New York, N.Y. Itinerary: 
New York. 
Colombia 

Carlos Sierra G., representing Sierra 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer, sales 


agent handling hospital equipment and 
supplies), Carrera, No. 14-48, Bogota, is 
interested in representing manufactur- 
ers of, and importing, hospital supplies 
and equipment. He seeks technical in- 
formation regarding these items. Was 
scheduled to arrive June 6 via New York 
for a week’s visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Hotel Breslin, Broadway and 29th St., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 


Egypt 

Saleh Zohdy, representing Egyptian 
General Commercial Agency (importer, 
wholesaler of paper), 33 Saroit St., 
Cairo, is interested in railway wooden 
ties, railway equipment and supplies, 
and paper. Scheduled to arrive the lat- 
ter part of June via New York for a 3- 
week visit. U.S. address: c/o Egyptian 
Consulate, 29 E. 69th St., New York, 
N.Y, Itinerary: New York, Washington, 
and San Francisco. 


England 
Francis Lock, representing Geoffrey 


Dams & Lock, Ltd., 51 Snow Hill, Bir- 
mingham 4, is interested in obtaining 
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technical information regarding methods 
and technical progress in color printing. 
Was scheduled to arrive June 7 via New 
York for a 3-week visit. U. S. address: 
c/o 1219 Bay St., Rose Bank S.I. 5, New 
York; and c/o Sheraton-Carlton Hotel, 
923—16th St. NW., Washington, D. C, 
Itinerary: New York and Washington. 


Italy 


Dr. Giacomo Caruso, representing Si- 
cilmarmi S.p.A. (manufacturer, export- 
er of marble), 1 Viale Stazione, Castel- 
lammare del Golfo, is interested in 
marble manufacturing and _ exporting, 
and. seeks technical information regard- 
ing market in the United States for 
marble and marble tabletops. Was 
scheduled to arrive June 7 via New 
York for a 30-day visit. 

U.S. address: c/o Dr, Giuseppe M. 
Maltese, M.D., 185 Montrose Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Detroit, 
Clifton (N.J.), Washington, Boston, Chi- 
cago, Miami, Columbus (Ohio), Mont- 
gomery (Ala.), Atlanta, Los Afgeles, 
San Francisco, New Orleans; and Ver- 
mont. 


Viet-Nam 

Nguyen Quy Bao, representing Etab- 
lissments My Bao, and Viet-Nam Paper 
Co. (importer), 407 Phan thanh Gian, 
Saigon, is interested in paper manufac- 
turing and papermaking machinery, and 
seeks technical information. Was sched- 
uled to arrive May 22 via San Francisco 
for a 1%-month visit. U.S. address: 
c/o N.Q. Kim, 11431 Mack Ave., Detroit 
14, Mich. Itinerary: Detroit and New 
York. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 
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The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 

raphed copies may be obtained 

y firms domiciled in the United 


States from -_this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $2 a 


list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. All are 
dated May 1958. 

Air - Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Cuba: 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Import- 
ers and Dealers—Chile. 

Business Firms—Cambodia. 

Business Firms—St. Pierre and Mique- 
lon. 

Business Firms—Taiwan, 
China. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers—Egypt. 
Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Manu- 
facturers and Exporters—Ecuador. 

Dental Supply Houses—Uruguay. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manufac- 
turers, and Exporters—Chile. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manufac- 


Republic of 








Be am 
Iran Invites Tenders (TT 
For Machinery Aust! 
Tenders are invited until July Sp 
16 by the Tobacco Monopoly of Berna 
Iran for the supply of machinery Dowd . 
and equipment to produce about Austral 
25 tons of kraft paper daily from en’s fo 
wheat straw, sugarcane stalks, or schedul 
other materials. States . 
Interested firms may obtain |} ¢ dis¢ 
specifications and bid conditions with in 
from the Foreign Transaction Of. Mr. 1 
fice, Tobacco Monopoly of Iran, licen 
Tehran. v S. fi 
women 
js inte! 
turers, and Exporters—Republic of can mé 
Ireland. : designs 
Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, ang} York, 
Exporters—Costa Rica. ton, D. 
Hardware Importers and Dealers—Bpo. Firr 
livia. with h 
Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Dealers, | quiries 
and Exporters—Union of South Afri. | W. Co 
ca. 
—— 


Industrial Electronic Controls and In. 
strument Manufacturers—Sweden. 
Machinery Importers and Distributors— 

Israel. 

Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Luxembourg. 

Musical Instrument Importers and Deal. 
ers—lIraq. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Importers, 
Dealers, and Manufacturers — New 
Zealand. 

Photographic Supply Dealers and Pho. 
tographers—Algeria. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Philippines. 

Toy and Game Dealers—Mexico, 





Nicaraguan Business... 


(Continued from page 4) 

ment were the signing of the natural 
resources law, and increased _ interest 
and activity in fisheries. The natural 
resources law, published April 11, 
primarily is an enabling measure Set- 
ting forth the ground rules for all ex- 
ploration and exploitation of natural ° 
resources, to be specifically spelled out 
in supplementary legislation governing 
petroleum, mining, forestry, and fish- 
eries. 

A fisheries expert was assigned to the 
Ministry of Economy, with jurisdication 
limited to Europe, apparently to pre 


mote the sale of Nicaraguan fish and . 


fish products in that area. This expert 
has a 6-month concession for exploratory 
fishing off the Caribbean coast, but in 
anticipation of a permanent operation 
has begun erection of a packing plant 
in Bluefields. Several U. S. groups are 
making test catches off the eastem 
coast and one group is shipping dried 
shrimp to the United States.—U, & 
Embassy, Managua. 
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— INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
re . e 
: Welsh Firm Seeks ——_—_|nvestment Potential 
Australia Visitor Wants Working Aatoockent 
- . e e ° 
uy || Sportswear License aif Cited in Rhodesia 
of Bernard J. Dowd, representing The Skip Co., Ltd. of Glamorgan, 
ery || powd Associates Pty., Ltd. of Wales, manufacturer and packager of Private capital investment for the 
out |) australia, manufacturer of wom- polishes, detergents, pharmaceuticals, establishment of new industries and 
rom |} ons foundation garments, is and other products, is interested in American branch offices, and develop- 
, Or |} scheduled to arrive in the United entering into a working agreement with ment and expansion of existing in- 
States June 10 for a 2-month visit a U. S. firm for the manufacture under qdustries, is encouraged by the Govern- 
tain |} ¢ discuss licensing possibilities license and/or packaging on a contract ment of the Federation of Rhodesia 
ions || with interested U. S. firms. basis of American products to which and Nyasaland, according to a final 
Of. Mr. Dowd, wishing to enter into its facilities are adaptable. report by the American Advisor to 
ran, |], licensing : arrangement with a The Welsh company maintains a the Federation on the investment 
J. S. firm for the manufacture of modern factory, equipped with a variety climate of the country. 
—— | women’s sportswear in Australia, of machinery capable of handling the The investment advisor, George F. 
is interested in obtaining Ameri- manufacture and packaging of a wide Spaulding, spent approximately 13 
lie of can manufacturing techniques and range of products including foot and months looking into conditions in the 
designs. He plans to visit New body powder, powdered food products, Federation, particularly with respect 
s, and} York, Chicago, Miami, Washing- liquid floor polish, metal polish, slaked to American private capital investment 
ton D C., and Los Angeles. lime, salt tablets, etc. for per ging pre industrial develop- 
—-* Fag . pr ci . ment o e country. 
with him are invited to address in- adequate capacity for tableting, com . 4 : 
nr ’ ressing, mixing, steam processing, hand ernment’s policies, attitudes, laws, and 
ealers, | quiries c/o A. Stein & Co., 1143 P . ay , wer regulations favorable to private i t- 
; p e inves 
1 Afri. | W. Congress Street, Chicago, IIl. pee pajgnercces — - oe ment, and discusses economic condi 
P and a complete wooden case-making , ’ eS . . 
department. Facilities reportedly are tions and opportunities available. 
nd In. available for bulk production. Opportunities reportedly exist for the 
jen. e é : establishment of an ammonia plant and 
Mor occan Clothing Supplemental data including a de- (ther chemical plants, plastics produc- 
itors— scription of plant operations, and a list 4: banana plantation cotton. grow- 
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investor so desires. 


The company at present employs 130 
hople, and annual sales are said to 
amount to approximately US$700,000. 

A copy of the firm’s balance sheet for 
956 is available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
a of Commerce, Washington 


Interested companies also are invited 
correspond with T. B. Bayraktaroglu, 
general manager, Societe Marocaine de 
Vetements Nehera, Place Edmond Dout- 
te, Casablanca, Morocco. 
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and latches, articles connected with 
automatic domestic washing machines, 
and equipment used in the retail dis- 
tribution of petroleum  products—oil 
pumps and sundry equipment used in 
garages and service stations. Pallo of- 
fers shares in the enterprise or will 
consider any other arrangement satis- 
factory to the potential licensor. 

Demand for such products in New 
Zealand is said to exist, offering the 
American investor an opportunity to 
enter the market. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Pallo Engineering Ltd., 
P. O. Box 1304, Wellington C. 3, New 
Zealand. 


steel units, including complete dust ex- 
tracting plants, stainless steel tanks, 
brewery plant equipment, paper mill 
plant, etc., is sought by the English firm, 
Llewellins & James, Ltd. 

The company, established in 1735, has 
been operating principally as a foundry, 
specializing in the manufacture of cast- 
ings in light alloys, machining opera- 
tions, tanks, vessels, and pipelines. 

Llewellins & James, proposing to 
manufa¢ture under license items of 
American design, seeks patents, proc- 
esses, and techniques, offering in return 
royalty payments or company stock. 

Interested firms may correspond with 
W. J. Johnston, managing director, Castle 
Works, Princess St., Bristol 3, England. 
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British Group Seeks 
New Production Lines 


An opportunity to produce American 
products in the United Kingdom is of- 
fered by a group of English and Scotch 
firms represented by the Industrial Ad- 
ministration (R&A), Ltd. industrial 
engineers and management consultants, 
of London. 


The four firms, the names of which are 
withheld here by request, wish to ex- 
pand and diversify their production ac- 
tivities to include the manufacture of 
U. S. products. American patents, proc- 
esses, and techniques are desired in 
exchange for royalty payments on all 
sales. 


The Industrial Administration indi- 
cates the British firms, located in the 
Birmingham and Cheshire industrial dis- 
tricts of England, and Arbroath, Scot- 
land, produce storage racks, shelves and 
bins, industrial and office screening, 
furniture and equipment, textile ma- 
chinery, heavy and medium-sized spe- 
cial-purpose machine tools; light, heavy, 
and medium engineering products; stain- 
less steel components for the compres- 
sors and auxilliaries of aircraft turbojet 
engines;: heavy and light fabrications, 
machines, and assemblies; etc. 

Facilities include a design department, 
drawing offices, fully equipped machine 
shops, foundry, etc. All are staffed with 
experienced technicians and engineers. 
Sufficient capital is said to be available 
for the proposed expansion. Additional 
machinery will be purchased, if required. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with the Industrial Administra- 
tion (R&A), Ltd, 18 Thurloe Place, 
London, S.W.7, England. 





Argentina Estate 
Offered for Sale 


A 34,000-acre estate in the Santa 
Fe Province of Argentina is offered for 
sale to a U. S. firm contemplating the 
establishment of agricultural or indus- 
trial operations in Argentina. 

Emilio A. Issel, and associates, broker 
for the estate of El Pilar S. R. L., is 
asking approximately US$450,000 for 
the property. 

The site, located between Fives Lille 
and Calchaqui, is said to be suitable 
for livestock raising, and general agri- 
cultural products such as corn, wheat, 
sunflower, sorghum, and forage crops. 

The property houses 6,000 head of 
cattle and 10,000 nutrias. Over 12,000 
acres of unexploited forest area re- 
portedly surround the buildings. The 
purchase price, according to the broker, 
does not include livestock and movable 
equipment. 

A report, in Spanish, listing details 
of the buildings, and equipment, is 


T8 


available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with Emilio A. Issel, Charcas 
849, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Belgian Valve Plant 
Expansion Planned 


A Belgian firm, Vaporim S. A., man- 
ufacturer and exporter of plumbing fix- 
tures for petroleum refineries and 
thermal power stations, seeks U. S. 
capital participation for modernization 
and expansion of plant facilities. 


The company,. established in 1946, 
wants a licensing agreement for the 
manufacture in Belgium. of stellite 
hard-faced valves for pipelines and for 
the petroleum industry. Participation 
in the management and a controlling 
interest in the firm is offered the 
U. S. investor. 

Raw materials necessary for pro- 
duction are said to be available locally. 

Two brochures, 1 in French and 1 in 
English, describing the products man- 
ufactured by Vaporim are available for 
review, on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. In- 
terested firms also are invited to cor- 
respond with Vaporim S. A., Vapeur 
et Innovations Mecaniques, Ligny, 
Belgium. 


Company in France Wants 
To Make Kitchen Units 


Societe Comera, French concern spe- 
cializing in the mass production of 
wooden kitchen furniture, seeks U. S. 
financial and technical collaboration for 
the establishment of a new, modern 
plant to produce kitchen furniture and 
kitchen appliances for distribution in 
France and the European Common Mar- 
ket. 


Comera proposes the manufacture of 
complete kitchen units of U. S. design, 
primarily an oven and stove separate 
but combined in one unit. The firm is 
particularly interested in negotiating 
with an American firm experienced in 
this field. The investor is offered stock 
in the company, royalty, or profit-shar- 
ing payments. 

Established in 1945, the firm operates 
a plant in Montmagny. Approximately 
130 persons are employed. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Georges Landau, president 
and general manager, Societe Comera, 
9, route de Saint Leu, Montmagny, 
Seine-et-Oise, France. 


= 3 


Plant Site in Canada. 


For Sale or Rent | Ver 
A plant site in the town of Smij 
Falls, Ontario, is offered for sale 


lease to a U. S. firm contemplating 





The J 
establishment of manufacturing fa designe’ 
ties in Canada. off air] 

The property, covering an areg transiti 
10.3 acres, is offered for outright orthodo 
at C$495,000 (C$1.45 a Square fo0ib tion Ceo 
The owner also will consider rent; 
all or part of the plant. After 

Located about 50 miles south pear ™ 
Ottawa, Smith Falls is said to have} ufactur 



















population of approximately 8,500, 
area has adequate water and power, 
The building was previously used jiner ¥ 
the manufacture and warehousing 
farm equipment, according to the 
estate firm, Chambers & Meredith, L 
The plant, of brick and mill con 
tion, is equipped with excellent eley 
facilities, a new dry-valve sprinkler 
tem, and two 165-horsepower boi 
capable of producing steam for p 
ing as well as heat. A rail siding 
through the center of the property, 
Plant buildings embrace an area 
approximately 350,000 square feet, 
which 125;000 square feet is said to 
ground floor space, suitable for fo 
use and other purposes. 
Interested firms are invited to 
respond with the real estate 
Chambers & Meredith, Ltd., 24 
Street, West, Toronto, Ontario, Cana 
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French Electronics ht 
. . § 

Firm Seeks License can 

The French manufacturing com 00 1 


Etablissements Paul Bouyer 
which specializes in electro-acousti 
sound, and sound-control equipment f 
professional and other uses, is interes 
in a licensing agreement with a U. 
firm for the manufacture and distri 


tion of electroacoustic equipment i Oc 
French, African, and European ma ras 

The concern proposes a mass_produt peg 
tion program and contemplates the ta-U 


struction of a modern plant, f Th 
equipped with all necessary machine 
The new plant will cover an area 








approximately 10,000 square me 40 
American patents, processes, and t jute 
niques are sought. a 
A brochure, in French, describing i ian 
products manufactured by the firm, tions 
available for review on loan from Burl 
Investment Development Division, the 
reau of Foreign Commerce, VU, S. redu 
partment of Commerce, Washington 4 St 
D. C. Interested firms also are inv Can: 
to correspond with Henri de Fi port 
Vice - President, Etablissements 
Bouyer & Cie, 5 rue Saintis, Montau oe 
Tarn-et-Garonne, France. 
June 
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Completes Test Flight 


The Fairey Rotodyne, claimed by its 


Hgesigners to be the first vertical take- 


off airliner, has successfully achievéd 
transition from vertical helicopter to 
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orthodox forward flight, Fairey Avia- 
tion Co. has announced. 

After taking off from an airport 
near Maidenhead, Berkshire, its man- 
ufacturer reported, it climbed to 4,000 
feet as a helicopter and then flew for- 
ward as a conventional fixed-wing air- 
jiner with the rotor freewheeling. For 
janding the procedure was reversed. 

The Rotodyne uses pressure-jets at 
the tips of the rotar blades for vertical 
fights; in horizontal flight it is pro- 
pelled by normal forward-facing pro- 
pellers driven by two Napier Eland 
turboprop engines, one mounted on each 
fixed wing. It was airborne for the first 
time in November 1957 and has made 
71 satisfactory flights, Fairey reports. 
The 17-ton Rotodyne was designed 
around a specification drawn up by 
British European Airways, and Faireys 
was given a contract to develop two 
prototypes. 

The aircraft now flying is reported 
to be capable of carrying up to 40 
passengers. The second aircraft, which 
has reached an advanced stage of con- 
struction, has a larger fuselage and 
can accommodate 48 passengers or 444 
tons of freight over ranges of up to 


400 miles at a cruising speed of over 
185 miles per hour. 


U. S.-Calcutta Shipping 
Rates Reduced 10 Percent 


Ocean freight rates between Calcutta 
and U. S. Atlantic and gulf ports were 
to be reduced by approximately 10 per- 
cent on May 1, according to a Calcut- 
ta-U. S. A. Conference official. 


The freight rate on gunnies was to 
be reduced from $30.50 to $27.50 per 
40 cubic feet or 16 hundredweight. On 
jute scrim, the rate was to be reduced 
from $27.25 to $24.50 per 40 cubic feet. 

Jute mill operator8’, exporters, and 
steamship operators indicate the reduc- 
tions were made at the request of the 
Burlap Association of New York to 
the conference. They follow an earlier 
reduction of approximately 10 percent. 

Steamship companies with service to 

ian ports and U. S. west coast 
ports report their rates were lowered 
Proportionately at the same time.—vU. S. 
Consulate General, Calcutta. 
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Vertical Takeoff Plane U.S. Firms Get Large Contracts 


For Australian Power Project 


The Federal Cabinet of Australia has authorized the Snowy Moun- 
tain Authority to accept three bids amounting to £A33,350,000, or 
US$75 million, for work on its hydroelectric project. 


Successful bidders include: 

An American group, the Kaiser- 
Perini-Morrison-Raymond Joint Ven- 
ture, which for a bid of £A17.8 million 
will construct the underground Tumut 
T-2 power station. The station, to gen- 
erate 260,000 kilowatts of electricity, 
is scheduled for operation in 1962. 


T-2 project includes a dam on the 
Tumut River to collect and impound 
water after it passes T-1 power station. 
A 3-mile-long tunnel will be built from 
the dam to the power station, and a 
4-mile tail race tunnel also will be con- 
structed. The contract is let as No. 
20033. 


The second American group includes 
Utah (Australia) Pty. Ltd., and Brown 
& Root Sud Americana. It has received 
contract No. 20034 at £A6.4 million for 
construction of the 10-mile Murrumbid- 
gee-Eucembene tunnel to divert water 
from the Upper Murrumbidgee to Ada- 
minaby Dam and then through the 
Tumut power stations. The tunné] will 
carry water from a 145-foot-high grav- 
ity dam to Adaminaby reservoir. 

Covered by contract No. 20025, the 
bid of the Australian firm Thiess Bros., 
Brisbane, at £A9.1 million, is for con- 
struction of a 225-foot earth-rock fill 
dam on the Tumut River. Water will be 
diverted from the dam through a 10- 
mile tunnel to Tumut Pond, from 
whence it eventually will pass through 
T-1 and T-2 power stations. 

The Federal Cabinet decided to 
award the contracts despite issuarfice 
of a writ in the High Court by the 


State of South Australia against the 


Commonwealth and New South Wales 
concerning its rights under the River 
Murray Waters Act of 1915-54. The 
writ is understood to be based on a 
claim that the Snowy Mountain proj- 
ect as proposed would deny South Aus- 
tralia water from the Snowy catch- 
ment area. It is understood an amend- 
ment is being passed through the Par- 
liament in Canberra at the present 
time which will give additional pro- 
tection to South Australia’s rights to 
waters from Snowy River. 

Meanwhile, the Kaiser-Walsh-Perini- 
Raymond group, completed Adaminaby 
Dam on the Eucumbene River a year 
ahead of schedule. A contract was 
awarded this group in May 1956 and 
the work was expected to take 3 years 





for completion. Three hundred and 
eighty feet high and with a base a 
half mile thick, it is reported to be one 
of the largest earth-and-rock fill dams 
in the world. It required 8,400,000 cubic 
yards of earth and rock at the dam 


site. The outlet gates were closed on 
June 21 of last year, and since that 
time construction has progressed ahead 
of the rising waters of the lake, now 
165 feet deep. When the 14-mile Eucum- 
bene-Tumut tunnel is completed in late 
1959 there will be sufficient water in 
storage for operation of the power sta- 
tions. U. S. Embassy, Sydney. 


Midwest-S. Africa Service 
Via St. Lawrence Planned 


South African interests are making 
plans to ship cargoes in oceangoing 
vessels from Detroit and Chicago to the 
Union of South Africa by way of the 
the St. Lawrence Seaway, Hansson 
International Corp. of Johannesburg 
has announced. 


The proposed service will be operated 
by a South African company, the Skold 
Line. The company already has an 
option on 2 vessels for this service, each 
of 3,000 tons dead weight, with refrig- 
eration space. 


According to present plans, 1 vessel 
will sail every month, loading in Chicago 
and elsewhere on the Great Lakes, as 
well as in Toronto and Montreel. The 
vessels will caH at ports on. the east 
and west coasts of Africa.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Pretoria. 








Mechanization Progresses 


At South African Port 


An extensive development program, 
including mechanization of facilities, is 
underway at Port Elizabeth in the 
Union of South Africa. 

Twenty-four cranes of 4-ton capacity 
and one 15-ton crane, as well as various 
types of new forklift trucks, will be in- 
stalled. Completion is scheduled by the 
end of the year. 

A new wharf for coasters is under 
construction and probably will be fin- 
ished next year. In the meantime, mech- 
anization of harbor facilities should par- 
tially relieve congestion at the port.— 
U. S. Embassy, Pretoria. 
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Commodity Descriptions... 


(Continued from page 2) 
prepared application for license to ex- 
port under this Schedule B Number 
might read: “Other industrial engine 
lubricating oil—Marine engine oil.” 

If the Positive List entry calls for 
any other information—such as horse- 
power, nickel content, rating, type num- 
bers, etc.—such additional information 
must be given if the commodity descrip- 
tion is to be complete, 


Description Must Identify 
Commodity With Schedule B 


When the commodity being exported 
is not covered on the Positive List of 
Commodities, but an export license is 
required, the description must follow the 
language given in the Bureau of the 
Census publication “Schedule B, Statis- 
tical Classification of Domestic and For- 
eign Commodities Exported from the 
United States,” 1958 edition. The de- 
scription must be in sufficient detail to 
show that the correct Schedule B num- 
ber has been used. If the Schedule B 
classification calls for specific informa- 
tion, such as “specify by name,” such 
additional specific information must also 
be given. 


Additional Information Required 
For Some Commodities 


For certain specified commodities, ad- 
ditional information must be furnished 
in addition to the usual commodity 
description and end-use information. 
These requirements are explained in 
Part 373 of the Comprehensive Export 
Schedule. The applicant for export 
license should check the applicable sec- 


a BFC handbook 
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investment in 
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tions of Part 373 to make certain that 
all of the required information, de- 


scriptive literature, or documentation 
has been included with his application. 


Complete Description Required 
On Shipper's Export Declaration 


The foregoing paragraphs apply only 
to the preparation of an application for 
export license. The exporter should also 
bear in mind that an improper com- 
modity description on his shipper’s ex- 
port declaration may result in further 
confusion or delay at the time of 
exportation, 


The commodity description given on 
the declaration must conform to the 
description given on the export license, 
and,-in addition, must include all the 
specific information required by the 
Schedule B classification—such as 
“specify by name’’—regardless of 
whether the same information appears 
on the export license. 





Peru Proceeds... 

(Continued from page 5) 
freight on cargo destined to the port 
of Callao will be increased by $2 a ton. 
The increase is reportedly necessary 
to meet the high cost of discharging 
cargo at this port. 

On April 23, 1958, the Peruvian Con- 
gress ratified a civilian aviation agree- 
ment between Peru and Switzerland. 
Transportes Aereos Peruanos S. A. 
(TAPSA) inaugurated a new weekly 
cargo and passenger air service, be- 
tween Iquitos and Miami on April 18. 
The Argentine Air Force inaugurated 
a monthly airmail service between 


Lima and Buenos Aires on April 15 
known as Correro Aero Militar Al Ex- 
Peruanas, 


terior. Peru's Aereolineas 


SI 








——, 


S. A. joined with seven other Latip 
American airlines not belonging ty 
IATA, and formed the Asociacion Lg. 
tinoamericana de Transportes Aeregs 


New Steel Plant Opens 


On April 21 Peru’s first heavy jp. 
dustry, the steel plant of the Corpo. 
racion Peruana del Santa in Chimbote 
started operation. The steel plant's 
reported maximum annual capacity js 
60,000 metric tons of pig iron and 66. 
000 metric tons of steel ingots. 


The almost equally ambitious proj, 
ect for the production of additiona| 
electric power and the irrigation 9 
the Chao and Viru valleys near Chim. 
bote was rushed through the Peruvian 
Senate but was-not acted upon by the 
Chamber of Deputies prior to adjourn. 
ment. This bill included a_ provision 
which would have permitted the Mar. 
cona Mining Co. to undertake a $25. 
million program to improve the quality 
and quantity of its iron ore exports, 
—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 


Austrian Economy... 


(Continued from page 3) 


creased its stock capital from. the 
original 1 million to 10 million schillings 
as recommended by the World Bank. 


It is certain that 1958 investment 
activities of the Special Power Com- 
panies (controlled by the State-owned 
Federal Power Company) will be no- 
tably lower than a year ago. The 1958 
7-percent power loan is to finance con- 
tinuation of Special Power Companies’ 
projects under construction. The first 
350 million schilling portion of this loan 
was floated in May. In April 2 Provincial 
Power Companies (Tyrol and Carinthia) 
floated loans of 20 and 65 million schil- 
lings, respectively. 


Employment Situation Improves 


Employed wage and salary earners, 
including all professional soldiers and 
those draftees who had been‘ socially 
insured prior to induction, numbered 
2,173,377 by the end of April 1958. This 
figure is 7,826 above the April 1957 
level, which had been 59,351 above the 
1956 April figures. 

The rate of unemployment in terms 
of the wage-and-salary earning labor 
force—employed plus unemployed—was 
5.4 percent at the end of April com- 
pared with 8.4 percent at the end of 
March. In 1957 the corresponding rates 
had been 4.7 and 6.8 percent, respec: 
tively. 

Although reports on business results 
of the Vienna Trade Fair in March were 
contradictory, all reports on the smaller 
trade fair held in Graz at the end of 
April agreed that business lagged behind 
that of previous fairs. This seems 10 
have been true particularly for export 
business, although domestic sales are 
believed to have been generally satis 
factory.—U. S. Embassy, Vienna. 
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TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS 


—— 





General Assembly Meeting Set for October 





—_ 


IVOTO Committee Plans for Travel Growth 


Decisions affecting continued development of international travel 
throughout the world were made by the Executive Committee of 
the International Union of Official Travel Organizations at a meeting 
in Frankfurt, Germany, May 19-21, 1958. Directors of government 
travel bureaus of 11 countries were in attendance, together with chair- 
man of IUOTO technical commissions. 


Membership Requirements Established 


Careful review of a proposed revision 
of the IUOTO statutes, as authorized 
by the 12th General Assembly of the 
organization held at Washington, D. C. 
in November 1957, was the principal 
item of business. The new draft ap- 
proved by the committee will now be 
circulated to all of the 60 government 
members and the numerous associate 
members for study, preparatory to final 
action at the 1958 General Assembly 
next October in Brussels, Belgium. 

A disputed point on qualifications for 
official governmental membership in the 
Union, which arose at the Washington 
assembly last year, was resolved by 
unanimous decision. This concerned a 
proposed division of the membership 
into two classes, the first to be com- 
posed of sovereign nations and the sec- 
ond of dependencies or territories. The 
Executive Committee decided to retain 
as at present a single class of full mem- 
bers ‘with equal voting rights, including 
the national tourist organizations of 
“countries assuming responsibility for 
the conduct of their international rela- 
tions” and “territories which, although 
not responsible for the conduct of their 
international relations, have established 
bodies for the specific purpose of tourist 
promotion.” 

This decision means Puerto Rico, 
Cyprus, the French Overseas Terri- 
tories, and other dependencies or terri- 
tories which have previously received 
full membership rights in the Union 


| will retain their status unchanged under 


the revised constitution, and additional 
territories can be granted full member- 
ship in future, provided the appropriate 
metropolitan power sponsors their can- 
didacy. Three-quarters of the members 
of the Executive Committee, however, 


must be representatives of sovereign 
nations. 


Nonpolitical Structure Retained 


A proposal of the U. S. representative 
to limit membership to governments 
which are members of the United Na- 
tions or its specialized agencies, and 
the territories of such nations, pre- 
sented in accordance with United States 
Policy on membership in international 
organizations, was defeated. Other 
members opposed this proposal on the 
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grounds that the Union should be non- 
political in character and not governed 
by foreign policy considerations, Upon 
request for a vote by show of hands, 
eight members opposed the proposal, 
one (the United States) voted for it, 
and one (Japan) abstained. 


A provision was added to+the draft 
revision as prepared by an ad hoc 
working group that no country or terri- 
tory shall be represented by more than 
one organization. This retains un- 
changed a provision in the original 
constitution of the Union. 

A suggestion by the ad hoc group 
that the members of the Executive 
Committee should be elected for a term 
of 2 years, with half of the members 
subject to election each year, was re- 
jected. Instead, the original constitu- 
tional provision for a term of 3 years, 
with one-third to be elected each year, 
was retained. 

A proposal to have the General As- 
sembly meet once every 2 years instead 
of annually, as in the past, was also 
rejected on the grounds increasing 
importance of international travel and 
changes imminent In transportation ex- 
pected with the advent of jet airplanes 
will make annual meetings of govern- 
ment tourist officials more necessary 
than in the past. 


New Technical Commission Added 


In connection with the revision of 
the statutes, the committee reorganized 





Leaflet on Germany's 
Tourist Duties Out 


A new leaflet giving information, 
in English, on German customs 
and currency regulations for tour- 
ists is now available through De- 
partment of Commerce Field 
Offices. 

Issued by the German Customs 
Administration, the leaflet con- 
tains information on goods which 
may be taken or sent into Ger- 
many by tourists without payment 
of customs duties and taxes.— 
U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 











the terms of reference of the technical 
commissions of the Union. The com- 
missions on research, elimination of 
travel barriers, travel plant, and travel 
development were retained with some 
clarification of their functions. A fifth 
commission was added, to cover the 
field of transport by air, sea, and land, 
and facilities at airports, seaports, and 
land borders, these subjects having 
been previously assigned to the Com- 
mission on Travel Plant. The Commis- 
sion on Research will have a special 
agency in the form of an advisory com- 
mittee, open to associate members as 
well as full governmental members of 
the Union. This committee will be the 
principal unit of the organization in 
directing a new program of research 
which members of the Union regard 
as of great importance. It will hold its 
first meeting at Paris on June 23 to 
prepare recommendations on a _ pro- 
gram of work for consideration by the 
General Assembly in October. 


New Members Admitted 


Two new governmental members 
were approved, Ecuador and the Re- 
public of China in Formosa. Notifica- 
tion was given that the United Arab 
Republic would probably supersede the 
previous individual memberships of 
Egypt and Syria, but no action was 
taken on this matter pending receipt 
of further information. The resignation 
of Argentina was reported, but no action 
was taken pending the receipt of fur- 
ther information. 

Discussion of a proposal to hold a 
round table on tourism at each annual 
General Assembly, in which other in- 
ternational organizations and _ repre- 
sentatives of private industry would 
have a special place, was approved in 
principle, but decision was made not 
to attempt it before the 1959 Assembly. 


General Assembly To Meet in Brussels 


Date and place of the 1958 General 
Assembly were confirmed for October 
3-11 at Brussels, Belgium, during the 
closing days of the Brussels World’s 
Fair. Recommendation was made that 
the 1959 General Assembly be held in 
Manila, Philippine Islands, and ihat the 
Executive Committee meet in Moscow 
in May 1959. 


Voting members present at the meet- 
ing were France (May 21 only), French 
Overseas Territories, Germany, Japan, 
Lebanon, Luxembourg, South Africa, 
Switzerland, U.S.A., U.S.S.R., and Yugo- 
slavia. Proxies were held by South 
Africa for Ceylon and Cyprus. Member 
countries absent were Argentina and 
Cambodia. 
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Foreign Visitors to Italy in 1958 
Expected to Reach New High 


Italian hotel bookings by oversea visitors for the 1958 season are 20 
percent higher than last year, when 14.6 million tourists entered. 

Visitors from the United States—756,928, including U. S. citizens 
residing abroad—topped all previous records. Net receipts from tourism 
in 1957 reached $316.5 million for 36.1 percent of total net receipts from 


invisible items. 

Under a $40 million program to in- 
crease tourism in Southern Italy and 
in the islands of Sicily and Sardinia, 
new panoramic roads have been built 
connecting historical points and natural 
beauties, new museums have been 
created, monuments have been restored, 
and important excavations and other 
archeological works have been made 
public. 


Vehicular Travel Increases 


Coupons have been instituted by the 
Italian Government entitling foreign 
tourists, traveling by motor vehicle, to 
a 35-percent reduction in the cost of 
gasoline. Gas coupons sold to foreign 
tourists, 69 percent of whom entered by 
road, during 1957 yielded $21.2 million. 

A growing interest in motel construc- 
tion has been caused by the increased 
motor travel. The Italian Automobile 
Club has 21 road hostels, containing 7 
to 20 rooms, in operation along the 
principal highways of Central and 
Southern Italy. Prices of these accom- 
modations are relatively modest, com- 
pared to those of hotels. Private groups 
have some 20 applications for govern- 
ment loans to build motels along the 
major highways pending. Two of these 
are from American firms, but none have 
been approved so far by the Government 
hotel-loan screening commission. 

The Italian Youth Hostel Association 
has 74 hotels in operation in principal 
artistic centers and resorts. At the end 
of 1957, camping parks installed along 
the most-used tourist routes numbered 
342, of which 316 were equipped with 
all required services. Construction of 
“tourist villages,” consisting of a num- 
ber of small cottages and a central 
building with restaurant and other 
services, is assuming importance. They 
are generally placed along the Italian 
sea shore and are rented for the entire 
season to foreign clubs, which alternate 
groups of vacationers. 


Hotel Accommodations Insufficient 


A number of new hotel enterprises are 
under way and enlargement and im- 
provement of existing facilities has been 
extensive, however hotel accommoda- 
tions in Italy have failed to keep pace 
with the enormous increase in the 
tourist movement. 

If proper incentives were provided 
and adequate funds available for hotel 
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construction and _ tourist promotion 
abroad, the greater tourist movement 
would benefit not only tourist caterers 
and the balance of payments but the 
national economy as well. In particu- 
lar, the local handicraft industry which 
is so effectively publicized by foreign 
travelers, would benefit by increased 
tourism. 

The Italian Tourist Economy Plan 
(ENIT) thas been organized by the 
Italian tourist industry, in conjunction 
with Government authorities and with 
the cooperation of American travel 
agencies, to stimulate U. S. travel to 
Italy during the off-season. Under this 
plan, U. S. tourists receive a 10- to 20- 
perecnt reduction in the cost of rail and 
coach transportation, hotels, restau- 
rants, and night clubs. According to 
ENIT, the plan will shortly be extended 
to tourists originating in other coun- 
*vies. 





Canadian tobacco sales were speeded 
up by the pallet system whereby 30 
bales of the same grade were placed 
on sale as a lot, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 

This raised sales to more than 2 mil- 
lion pounds a day. 





ee 
: TRAVEL NOTES 
Scclueestnchileentiaiteaiieninenallll 


Various Egyptian and Syrian depar, 
ments have agreed to coordinate tourig 
policy for both Regions of the Unity 
Arab Republic, to establish a unified Dj. 
rectorate of Tourism, and to open toy. 
ist offices in Damascus, Latakia, an 
other locations in the Syrian Region, 
according to the Egyptian Director ¢ 
Tourism, 

Additional plans include _ establish. 
ment of tourist offices in Sweden, Gep. 
many, Spain, and Norway and a fre 
zone market at the Damascus and Cain 
airports, and construction of rest house 
along the roads connecting Damascy 
with Aleppo and Aleppo with Jazriah~ 
U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 





A record number of 344,583, nop 
Seandinavian tourists visited Swede 
during 1957, according to the Swedish 
Tourist Traffic Association. Total nop 
Scandinavian arrivals, including tray. 
elers in transit, persons coming to Swe 
den for employment, and immigrants 
numbered 506,768. Statistics on arrival 
from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, ani 
Norway were discontinued in 1952 after 
abolition of passport control for suc 
visitors. 

Of the total number of non-Scandina- 
vian visitors, 177,909 were from th 
German Federal Republic, 90,100 from 
the United States, and 64,885 from th 
United Kingdom. Approximately half 
of the visitors came during July an 
August,—U, S. Embassy, Stockholm. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





_ 


"” Books 
and Reports 


Commodity Survey, 1957. A United Na- 
tions publication. New York. Colum- 
bia University Press, 1958. 218 pp. 


The latest edition of this annual sur- 
presents, for the first time, basic in- 
formation regarding the longer-term de- 
yelopments in the commodity field in ad- 
dition to its usual.analysis of develop- 
ments during the current period. Changes 
in world production of, and trade in, the 
commodities in the first decade 
since the war are presented and those 
for 1953-55 are compared with the pre- 
World-War II period. 

The principal commodities treated are: 
Edible vegetable oil seeds and oils, rub- 
per, tobacco, copper, aluminum, tin, zinc, 
lead, iron ore, pig iron, ferroalloys, 
sugar, bananas, cotton, cotton piece 
goods, wool, rayon, hemp, flax, jute, 
petroleum, coal, cereals, meat, dairy 
products, wood, wood pulp, cocoa, coffee, 
tea, citrus fruits, soy beans, copra, and 
peanuts. 

our chapters and a number of tables 

charts describe trends in the world 
production of these commodities, changes 
in regional patterns of production and 
trade, the export diversification efforts 
in primary exporting countries, and re- 
cent. developments on the world’s pri- 
mary commodity markets. 


International Trade Arbitration—A Road 
to World-Wide Cooperation. Edited by 
Martin Domke. New York. American 
Arbitration Association, 477 Madison 
Avenue. 1958. 311 pp. $4.50. 

This book consists of 26 papers on 
various aspects of international trade 
arbitration written by the same number 
of authors. Four papers deal with the 
economic and political aspects of arbi- 
tration while two discuss U.S. treaty 
policy on commercial arbitration. Inter- 
national machinery for the settlement of 
trade disputes is covered by papers on 
“Proposals for the Establishment of a 
System of International Tribunals” and 
"Dispute Settlement Under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.” 

The special arbitration problems aris- 
ing under state trading and communist 
foreign trade arbitration—topics of par- 
ticular interest to those engaged in 
East-West commercial relations—are 
treated with references to a number of 
Western court decisions. 

The work contains a comparative de- 
«ription of the arbitration practices in 
the United States, the United Kingdom, 
and Western Europe as well as a discus- 
sion of inter-American commercial arbi- 
tration. 

Efforts of partisans of international 
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trade arbitration to obtain uniform legis- 
lation on the subject among the several 
nations is the topic of four papers, one of 
which contrasts the use of international 
conventions as an alternative to uniform 
laws. These papers are complemented by 
the texts of the Geneva Convention on 
the Execution of Foreign Arbitral 
Awards of September 26, 1927, the 
Geneva Draft Convention on the Recog- 
nition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbi- 
tral Awards of May 3, 1955, and the 
draft of a Uniform Law on Inter-Amer- 
ican Commercial Arbitration. 

The difficult problem of enforcement of 
foreign awards and special legal prob- 
lems arising under international trade 
arbitration form the subjects of five 
papers. 

The work concludes with a description 
of international arbitration in two com- 
modity fields—foods and cotton—and a 
bibliography of works on arbitration ap- 
pearing between 1948 and 1958 completes 
the volume. 


Commodity Trade Statistics, January- 
September 1957. A United ‘Nations 
publication. New York. Columbia 
University Press, 1958. 439 pp. $1. 
Quarterly figures on world commodity 

trade classified according to the Stand- 

ard International Trade Classification 

(SITC) are shown in tabular form for 

25 countries and territories for the 

period indicated. 

In addition, principal exports of 7 
other countries are given for.the same 
period. 

For the convenience of readers, the 
data are first presented in summary 
tables based on 7 large commodity 
classes and then in detailed tables based 
on 150 commodity groups. Since the 
tables are intended to show the move- 
Ment of goods in international trade 
and to promote international compara- 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


- « « A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


75 cents 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











bility, values have been converted into 
U. S. dollars and, wherever possible, 
quantities are shown in metric units. 


The OEEC and the Common Market— 
Why Europe Needs an Economic Union 
of Seventeen Countries. Mare Ouin. 
Paris, France. The Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation, 1958. 
32 pp. 25 cents. 

This report sketches the birth of the 
OEEC as a result of the Marshall Plan 
program and the early activities of this 
organization: Allocating dollar aid, the 
liberalization of European trade from 
quota restrictions, the establishment of 
the European Payments Union, the sys- 
tematic examination of the economic 
policies of its members, the creation 
of the European Productivity Agency 
and the European Nuclear Energy 
Agency, among others, 

An examination of the European Com- 
mon Market of the “Six” shows the rea- 
sons underlying. the creation of this in- 
stitution and describes its functions and 
organization, as well as those of the 
European Free Trade Area. A resume 
of current national discussions relative 
to these organizations together with a 
description of some of the potential 
problems faced by them is included. 

The report is available from the Or- 
ganization for European Economic Co- 
operation, 1346 Connecticut Avenue NW., 
Washington 6, D.C, 


Market Guide for Latin America. New 
York. American Foreign Credit Under- 
writers Corporation, 1958. 2015 pp. 
The 37th annual revised edition of this 

sales guide and credit-rating book lists 

over 125,000 importers, manufacturers, 
distributors, dealers, commission agents, 
exporters, and other business and gov- 
ernmental entities in all the countries of 

South and Central America, Mexico, 

Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the West Indies. 
Countries are in alphabetical sequence, 

with their principal cities, and the buy- 

ers and agents therein, also listed 
alphabetically. Each listing is preceded 
by a code number for use in radio or 
cable messages, and credit and capital 
rating symbols. The firm name and 
trade style are followed by the street 
and postal address, the trade classifica- 
tion, and the full line of business. 

General information is provided on 
such items as export and import figures 
and trade data, trademark requirements, 
revised American foreign trade defini- 
tions, communications, and other mate- 
rial of practical value to exporters. 

Each. country section is preceded by 
general information of interest to for- 
eign traders, such as currency and ex- 
change, communications and transport 
facilities, general market data, customs 
regulations, etc., including a map of the 
country. 

Subscription terms are available from 
the publisher at 253 Broadway, New 

York 7, N. Y. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








U. K. Shows. Automation Progress 


British industry’s interest in electronic control of the process of 
automation was a significant feature of the Instruments, Electronics, 
and Automation Exhibition which closed a 9-day run at Olympia, 


London on April 25. 

More than 250 British companies and 
a number of oversea firms from the 
United States, Western Germany, Swe- 
den, Switzerland, Netherlands, Den- 
mark, Austria, and France participated 
in what was reportedly the largest and 
most comprehensive exhibition of elec- 
tronics and automation equipment ever 
shown in Europe. 

The exhibition was sponsored by five 
trade associations including the British 
Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ 
Association, British Industrial Meas- 
uring and Control Apparatus Manufac- 
turers’ Association, British Lampblown 
Scientific Glassware Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation, Drawing Office Material Man- 
ufacturers’ and Dealers Association, 
and Scientific Instrument Manufac- 
turers’ Association of Great Britain. 


More Automation Progress in 
Food, Textile, Clothing Industries 


Although the automobile and aircraft 
industries have been the obvious tar- 
gets for automation in recent years, 
this year’s exhibit showed much prog- 
ress in the food, textile, and clothing in- 
dustries. The electronically controlled 
automation processes on display ranged 
from a simple device for weighing pack- 
aged goods to an X-ray spectrometer 
for examining the constituents of any 
liquid solid passing through it. 

In the field of lighter industries, the 
principal progress noted was in im- 
proving accuracy and speed of weigh- 
ing such articles as drugs or cigarettes. 
Accuracy to one-fifth of one percent 
was displayed in handling seven items 
per second. 

In heavier industries electronic con- 
trols were displayed for automatic and 
high-speed analysis of stock while in 
production operation. 

One manufacturer displayed a rate- 
meter about 14 inches by 18 inches in- 
tended to replace a 5-foot rack-panel 
assembly for gamma spectrum analysis. 
The unit is estimated to cost about 
$1,000 and is expected te go into pro- 
duction in the fall. 

The Ministry of Supply displayed a 
device for measuring components quick- 
ly and accurately without using ex- 
pensive gages or measuring instruments 
and which is claimed to cut time from 
8 hours to about 13 minutes. This was 
a prototype model not fully developed. 

Copies of the official catalog for the 
exhibition are available on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C.—U. S. Embassy, London, 
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N. Y. To Hold Auto 
Accessories Show 


The Coliseum in New York City has 
been selected as the site of the 32d An- 
nual National Auto Accessories Expo- 
sition and the entire second and third 
floors will be utilized during the 4-day 
show, February 2-5, 1959. 

Exhibits will be restricted to manu- 
facturers only and will cover the com- 
plete field of automotive accessories 
and replacement parts, as well as bicy- 
cles, sporting goods, garden and lawn 
equipment, garage and service-station 
equipment, playground equipment, store 
fixtures and other diversified lines, 

Approximately .500 exhibitors took 
part in the 1957 exhibition which was 
held in Chicago at the Navy Pier, and 
it is anticipated that a larger number 
will show this year. Both domestic and 
foreign manufacturers are welcome. 

Standard size tor booths is 10 feet 
square and the charge is $2.75 per 
square foot. No more than one manu- 
facturer’s products may be displayed 
in each booth. 

All individuals engaged in the ac- 
cessories business are invited to attend 
the exposition. Buyers from every part 
of the world are expected “to be in 
attendance, representing automotive 
chains, mail-order houses, national rub- 
ber companies, jobbers, and independent 
retailers. 


Further information or applications for 
space should be addressed to Automotive 
Accessories Manufacturers of America, 
1 Bala Avenue, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa, 








Trade Boost Sought 
Through Kabul Fair 


Kabul’s 1958 International Exhibitig 

























Fair—scheduled to open on August ¥ 
for 1 week or possibly longer, will cel 


dependence, 


The Royal Government of Afghanis 
hopes that the fair will serve ag a0 
means of boosting its internationgpdies 4” 
trade, strengthening the national ecoyp becom 
omy, and at the same time take steps ,qpaiue 
introduce Afghanistan to the world, 

The United States will be represente 
by the U. S. Information Agency, whid 
will provide educational and entertaj gout 
ment features in the form of an open} port ‘ 
air cinemascope theater. om ° 


A brochure on the fair, issued by th 
Royal Afghan Ministry of Commerg— 
is designed to supply information ¢ 
interest to exhibitors and to tourish? 
who may visit the fair. A copy of th 
brochure is available on loan from th} The G 
Trade Development Division, Bureau gaye 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department® 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D, C, 
U. S. Embassy, Kabul. 


Air-Condition, Refrigeration 
Exhibition in Australia 





and Air-Conditioning Convention wa 
held at the Royal Agricultural Show 
ground in Sydney, May 6-9. 

In addition to the Convention, whith 
was attended by some 300 people fromh., 
the industry, an exhibition of retrigett poised , 
tion and air-conditioning equipment The E 
was on display in one of the show used 
ground buildings. Many of the large}... 
Australian firms were represented 
the exhibition and some of these ds 
played equipment manufactured undet 
license from American manufacturer. 
Several subsidiaries of parent companies) The § 
in the United States were also repltbpich ¢ 
sented. , inch 


The total display covered 40,0 
T 







square feet in the Hordern Pavilion ani 
represented 52 exhibitors. The value @ 
all equipment shown was estimated 
$1,125,000. ere sk 
A copy of the brochure on the Comirs—v 
vention is available on loan from th 
Trade Development Division, Bureau @; Ouba 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department v 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D, C—jear, h 
U. S. Consulate General, Sydney. 
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South African canned fruit produe 
tion, essentially an export industry O56, t 
with the United Kingdom as the princefteport, 
pal market, is fast approaching the } The 
million-case mark, the Foreign Agriclkpuba's 
tural Service reports. nilk, } 
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TRADE FAIR 
it} BRIEFS 


nT ett cniimeeneeedl 
rad 
gust Whe First Austrian Industrial Exhi- 


ght 
‘air 








‘ill cele was held in Jamaica April 8-23 
of ined was attended by an _ estimated 
000 people. The main purpose of 
ranistsfe exhibition was to promote further 
e@ as between Austria and The West 
nationgipdies and to interest local merchants 
al econ becoming importers of Austrian com- 
Steps {qpaue 
orld. }The Austrian Trade Delegate in 


esentejpmaica expressed confidence that 
>, whid between Austria and Jamaica 
‘tertajnqaild quadruple as a result of the fair. 
open. on the fair is available on loan 

om ‘the Trade Development Division, 
1 by tape u of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 


rtment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
mmerés§ ¢—U, S. Consulate General, King- 


tion dn Jamaica. 
touristy 


y of th 
rom th} The German aircraft industry dis- 


ireau ggayed postwar aircraft for the first 
ar ne at the. German Industries Fair at 
D, ¢. April 27-May 6. Included 
re eight small planes designed for 
ort-distance flights, suitable for busi- 

. ssmen or for military and commercial 
ation maining. Press accounts stated the 
-27, single-engine, multipurpose 
ane which was developed by Dornier, 
outstanding in this group.—vU. S. 
sy, Bonn. 
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Sponsors of the Annual Exhibition of 
Kong Products are negotiating 
a larger site for the 1959 exhibition 
ple {0M because of concern expressed over the 
e{rigetbmited size of the exhibition this year. 
juipmett! The Hunghom Reclamation area will 
e show used if permission of the Hong Kong 
e large hovernment can be obtained. This year’s 
nted attracted over 900,000 visitors 


re S its 30-day run which closed Jan- 


acturers. 


mpanis) The $6th International Samples Fair 
O rept hich closed in Valencia, Spain, on May 
, included exhibits from 21 countries 
| 40,00incliding Japan and Poland for the first 
ilion andjime, The United States was not repre- 
value of by direct participation but an 
nated at $170,800 in U.S. products 
ere shown by private Spanish import- 
the Comfrs—U, S. Embassy, Madrid. 
rom the 


n, which 


















urea @) Quban imports of dairy products in 
vartmemt 1957 were down from the preceding 
D. C=9ear, largely because of a reduction in 
ey. mports of evaporated milk, which 
. mounted to only 17.9 million pounds, 
produ¢fompared with 22.4 million pounds in 


industt} #996, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
e princi fepo; 

- ied The United States continued to be 
Agric Cuba's principal supplier of evaporated 
uilk, butter, and dried milks. 
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Number of New Products Exhibited at 
15th British Electronic Component Show 


Several new products in the electronic field were exhibited at the 
15th annual British Electronic Component Show at Grosvenor House . 
and Park Lane House in London, April 14-17. 

A new transistor which is expected to fill the gap between transistors 
used for sound reproduction and transistors used for power generation 


was displayed for the first time. It is 
said to be capable of operating low- 
power transmitters as well as record 
players, radios, and electronic com- 
puters. A new type magnetic tape only 
three ten-thousandths of an inch thick 
and designed for use in computers also 
was shown. 

Other exhibits included a series of 
new klystron valves for radar systems 


and a prototype design transformer 
capable of operating at temperatures 
up to 500 degrees centigrade. 

The trend towards miniature com- 
ponents was evident in the displays, 
particularly for the products used with 
very small transistors and in printed 
circuitry. Improvement also was noted 
in the more. stereotyped components 
such as wafer switches and small relays. 


U. K. Production Nearly 
7 Million Units a Day 
United Kingdom production of elec- 


tronic components is said to be ap- 
proaching 7 million units every working 





Mexico Plans Electronic 
Congress and Exposition 


The First Exposition of Electronics 
and Electricity and the Second Inter- 
national Congress of Engineering and 
Electronic and Electrical Communica- 
tions will be held jointly at the National 
Auditorium in Mexico City, October 
10-26. 

Organizing Committee for the joint 
Exposition and Congress is comprised 
of President Adolfo Ruiz Cortines and 
the Ministers of Finance, Economy, 
Public Works and Education, the Presi- 
dent of the Camara Nacional de la 
Industria Electronica y de Commu- 
nicaciones Electricas and representatives 
of the Camara Nacional de Manufac- 
turas Electricas, 


Members of the U. S. electrical manu- 
facturing and electronics industry are 
invited to participate in both the ex- 
hibition and congress. 


Precise details on the exposition and 
the planned activities of the congress 
are not yet available. Firms or individ- 
uals interested in participating may 


write to the Organizing Committee, 
Manuel Maria Contreras No. 133-412- 
413, Mexico City, Mexico.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Mexico City. 








day and the British electronics industry 
claims to be the second largest in the 
world. 

Total number of visitors was esti- 
mated at about 19,000 and oversea 
buyers registered from 20 countries. 
There were 170 exhibitors showing ap- 
proximately 360 different categories of 
equipment. 


« - The exhibition was organized by the 


Radio and Electronic Component Manu- 
facturers’ Federation, 1 of the 4 con- 
stituent bodies of the Radio Industry 
Council. 

Copies of the official catalog for the 
show are available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.— 
U. S. Embassy, London. 





Cuban Sugar... 


(Continued from page 6) 


bean ports to the Great Lakes through 
the St. Lawrence Seaway. 


Taxes on Motion-Picture 


Film Suspended 


Decree No. 1244, published in the 
Official Gazette of April 29, suspended 
for a period of 6-months taxes hereto- 
fore levied on the importation, distribu- 
tion, rental, and exhibition of motion- 
picture films and suspended indefinitely 
a tax of 10 percent which theretofore 
had been collected under a law passed in 
1943. 


The Cuban National Minimum Wage 
Commission passed a final agreement, 
No. 190 on April 15, fixing new minimum 
wage levels retroactive to March 1, 1958. 
Old minimum wage levels of 48 pesos 
monthly for rural areas and 60 pesos for 
urban areas, in effect since 1944, were 
raised to 65- and 85-peso levels, depend- 
ing on the area and the work classifica- 
tion. 

Exemptions from this agreement in- 
cluded workers in such large labor sec- 
tors as sugar, tobacco, sisal culture and 
processing, and coffee harvesting. With 
adequate enforcement and without sub- 
stantially increased inflation, it is esti- 
mated that the new measure will 
provide Cuban workers with added pur- 
chasing power.—U. S. Embassy, Havana. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Argentine Iron, Steel Industry 
Shows Moderate Expansion 


Argentine iron and steel consumption in 1957 increased approxi- 


mately 8 percent over that for the preceding year. 


Production of 


finished iron and steel rose 15 percent over 1956 when output was held 


back by labor strikes. 


Imports of iron and steel in all forms amounted to 1,337,000 metric 
tons, compared with 1,254,000 tons a year earlier, an increase of 7 per- 
cent. About 40 percent of these imports consisted of crude and semi- 
finished iron and steel; the remaining 60 percent was finished products, 
including tinplate, machinery, and vehicles. 


More than half of the iron and steel 
consumed in Argentina, which totaled 
about 1.5 million metrie tons for the 
year, consisted of products fabricated in 
the country almost entirely from im- 
ported crude materials. Imported manu- 
factured goods, including vehicles and 
machinery, made up the remainder of 
consumption. 

Argentina’s pig iron production, en- 
tirely for foundry use, amounted to 
about 34,000 tons in 1957, 17 percent 
more than in 1956. 

The foundry industry's output of 
140,000 tons of cast iron and steel was 
approximately 40 percent higher than 
that of the preceding year. 


New Plant Will Raise 
Crude Steel Output 


Crude-steel production totaled 221,475 
tons, up 7 percent. Upon completion of 
the SOMISA plant at San Nicolas on 
the Parana river near Buenos Aires, 
being constructed with assistance of a 
US$60 million Export-Import loan, Ar- 
gentina will be able to produce an addi- 
tional 500,000 tons of crude steel. The 
blast furnace and other parts of the 
integrated plant, including 4 open hearth 
furnaces and 4 processing mills, are ex- 
pected to be completed in 1961. 


Finished steel companies increased 
their output of rolled finished steel to 
683,260 tons, about 11 percent more than 
in 1956. 

Wire rods and concrete reinforcing 
bars are the two principal categories of 
finished steel produced by the industry. 
Together the two categories have con- 
stituted in the past 3 years over half of 
total output. The third most important 
item is hot strip, part of which is fur- 
ther processed as cold strip. 

The foreign-exchange cost to Argen- 
tina in 1957 of iron and steel imports 
in all forms amounted to the equivalent 
of US$508 million, of which about $199 
million consisted of iron and steel, crude 
and fabricated, other than machinery 
and vehicles. These imports—$199 mil- 
lion—were only slightly greater in 1957 
than in 1956 and were exceeded in value 
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only by imports of fuels and lubricants 
—$317 million—and machinery and 
_Vehicles—$309 million. 


Imports from Japan, 


U.S. S. R. Decline 


Imports from Japan and the U.S.S.R., 
which were large in 1955 and 1956, 
dropped sharply in 1957, whereas those 
from Belgium-Luxembourg and other 
western European sources rose sub- 
stantially. Imports from the United 
States also were larger in 1957. 


The bulk of the imports enter Argen- 
tina at the official rate of exchange by 
which the industry is able to obtain its 
crude iron and steel fairly cheap in 
terms of pesos. This policy has been 
followed by the Provisional Government 
in order to hold down prices of iron 
and steel manufactures, many of which 
are basic in the cost of living. 


Imports of scrap, not included in the 
official irnport statistics, totaled 39,487 
tons, compared with 6,837 tons in 1956 
and 98,627 tons in 1955. These imports 
were entirely from the United States. 
Requirements for 1958 are estimated at 
40,000-45,000 tons. 

Fabricaciones Militares is the only 
authorized importer of scrap—U. S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires. 


South Abtcoin Footwear 
Producers Have Peak Year 


The South African leather-footwear 
industry experienced a record year in 
1957, according to preliminary statistics. 

Output of leather boots and shoes in 
‘1957 amounted to 17,403,400 pairs, com- 
pared with 16,830,600 pairs produced in 
1956, an increase of 572,800 pairs or 3.4 
percent. 

Men's and youths’ footwear production 
showed the largest increase, 5.7 percent; 
followed by women’s and misses’, 3.7 
percent; whereas juvenile footwear 
declined by 2.8 percent, according to 
the Leather Research Institute. 

In 1957, 6,395,400 pairs of men’s and 
youths’ footwear were produced, an in- 


Germans To Use Tinted Coal 





Products Free of Dust | aver 
Dust-free, colored coal reportedly what auct 















be offered soon to German cons 
The Brennstofftechnischen Ins 


der Ruhrkohlen - Beratungsgeselise Offer 
m.b.H., Essen—the coal mining j 21 
try’s market research organizatj mink s! 
has announced the development of princip 
esses which, it is hoped, will make ted 
coal, coke and hard-coal briquets rma) 
attractive to household consumers, Price 

One of these techniques reportepwere ‘ 
renders coal and coke dust-free th jou 
the use of a chemical spray erior 
forms. a protective film without affedages © 
ing the tombustion of the fuel, verag' 
method is apparently similar to g-the fol! 
that has been in use for some time crowns 
the United States. 

If the relative absence of coal dust; Standar 
not enough to encourage purchases, cif qygies 
products are to be offered in Fema! 
other than the traditional but uninl pastels 
aginative black. As the result of Males 
other new process, blue-tinted Femal 


coke, and briquets will appear on ty Siverbl 


market soon, with other colors to pe 
if desired, 
Sapphir 
Egg and nut briquets already are White t 
ceiving the dust proofing treatment Backer 
it is expected that coloring will This 
soon be instituted as part of the 1957-5: 
production process.—U. S. C tion 0 


General, Duesseldorf. 


Argentine Oil Technician 
Increase Proved Reserves 
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Technicians of the Government @ circles 
agency Yacimentos Petroliferos Fiscal set. @ 
(YPF) have been credited with # campe 
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years, an amount sufficient to supply th - Hea 
country for 30 years at the damag 
rate of consumption. tions. 
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A need for stepped-up exploration 
drilling has been cited. Completion 
1960 of the three pipeline systems 
contracted for or projected will ram 
the oil production to 75.6 million s 
a year which will almost satisfy nat 
al demand. 

YPF’s projected refinery at 
Blanca with a throughput capacity U S 
about 38,000 barrels a day, would ‘ 
ess crude oil arriving at Bahia Blan 
through the proposed pipeline ie) Part 
Challaco and by ship from the Com 
doro Rivadavia area.—U, S. Embasi TRA 
Buenos Aires. 
crease of 343,300 pairs over 1956 at 
put. Women’s and misses’ product 
totaled 8,494,400 pairs, an increase® 
302,100 pairs. Infants’ and _ childret 
dropped by 72,600 pairs, to 2,5130 
pairs. 
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— | Auction Moves Mast 


Of Danish Fur Skins 


t Approximately 95 percent of the 63,- 
900 Danish fur skins offered were sold 
at auction in the sales held at Copen- 
pagen, April 25-29. Sales totaled about 
million crowns (1 crown=US$0.145). 
Offered at the sale were 32,000 stand- 
21,000 pastel, and 10,000 silverblue 
mink skins. The United States was the 
principal buyer. Other countries repre- 


















rmany, and Italy. 

Prices obtained at the April auction 
were substantially lower than at the 
jous auctions as the skins were of 


ay erior qualities. Types and pertent- 
ut affed ages of mink pelts sold, and top and 
fuel, verage prices received are shown in 
r to m the following table. Prices are in Danish 


Top Average Percentage 
price price sold 
al dust; Standard mink 
lASCS, CH pagtes ............... 166 116 97 
in eeslen eo, * OD 73 99 
ut uning Pastels 
lt of TA 162 M1 81 
( 98 
ted — as 80 67 
Silverblues 
+ Males 128 $2 90 
3 Females .......... 106 60 95 
Sapphires .............. 155 115 88 
y mink 280 150 39 
ly are - 148 98 99 


[ment ani Re 

This auction is the last one of the 
1957-58 season. Dates for the first auc- 
tion of the 1958-59 season will be an- 
nounced later—U. S. Embassy, Copen- 
hagen. 








Clans) Eeuador's Gold... 

erves (Continued from page 7) 

nment @ circles that the slump in the U. S. mar- 
1s Fiscal] ket appeared to have been partially 
with #} compensated for by thé continually 
pet ising volume of banana exports to 
els in} Europe, ; 

supply t Heavy rainfalls continued to cause 


e damage to highways and banana planta- 
tions. Banana growers, particularly 
small producers, have also been highly 


ell ‘titical of the meager degree of official 
Sa aid received to combat Sigatoka disease. 
will «Although some land is reported to be 


Teceiving attention under the campaign, 
' Teports have been received that the 


ted included the United Kingdom, | 


delay has caused severe damage to culti- 
vation, particularly in the Esmeraldas 
area. 

Although cacao arrivals in Guayaquil 
were good through the middle of April, 
at month’s end there were reports that 
the arrivals were dropping because of 
inadequate pest control in cultivation 
area. Coffee arrivals remained slack.— 
U. S. Embassy, Quito. 





Canadian Leather-Footwear 
Output Shows Monthly Gains 


Canadian leather-footwear production 
in February 1958 amounted to 3,584,534 
pairs, an increase of 138,776 pairs over 
the preceding month and an increase 
of 39,256 pairs over February 1957. 

For the first 2 months of 1958, leather- 
footwear production totaled 7,030,292 
pairs, compared with 7,094,543 pairs in 
the corresponding period of 1957. 

Production of leather-soled footwear 
in February 1958 totaled 1,271,491 
pairs, and in the first 2 months it 
amounted to 2,376,456 pairs. In the first 
2 months of 1957, production of foot- 
wear with leather soles amounted to 
2,477,026 pairs. 

Leather-footwear production, by type, 
for January and February 1957 and 1958 
is shown in the accompanying table. 


1958 1957 
ON EER AES, 388 1,525,678 1,599;651 
Boys’ . 250,184 227,478 
Youths’ = 47,676 41,595 
Women's and 
growing girls ................ 3,450,403 3,462,679 
pS ice eee 710,516 728,551 
Children's and 
little gents’ 2000.00... 509,130 502,835 
Babies’ and infants’ ......... 536,705 531,854 
, Pee 7,030,292 7,094,543 


Factories in operation in February 
were located as follows: Newfoundland, 
1; Nova Scotia, 1; New Brunswick, 4; 
Quebec, 145; Ontario, 88; Manitoba, 6; 
and British Columbia, 7. 





U. S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco in March 1958 totaled 35.6 mil- 
lion pounds, an increase of 9.6 percent 
from March 1957, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 


The value, at $24.5 million, was 12.4 
percent above a year earlier. 
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Austrian Book Industry 
Maintains Rapid Pace 


Austrian publishers brought out 5,177 
individual publications in 1957 as against 
5,186 in the preceding year in which an 
alltime high was set. The book indus- 

_try’s production as measured by the 
number of titles was 3,824 in 1957, com- 
pared with 3,696 in 1956. 


The publishers’ output also. included 
780 periodicals, 523 musical scores and 
maps, and 50 miscellaneous publications. 
First editions of books, maps, and scores 
amounted to 3,800, compared with 3,695 
a year earlier. 


Of the 1957 total, 3,027 publications 
were sold through regular retail chan- 
nels whereas 2,150 items were publica- 
tions outside the normal book trade. Of 
the latter, 939 were theses written by 
candidates for higher degrees at Austri- 
an universities and colleges. 


Publications printed in German num- 
bered 5,039, and 138 in foreign lan- 
guages, including 40 in English, 34 in 
French, and 21 in Hungarian. 

A’ breakdown as to subject matter 
shows 596 publications on political econ- 
omy, sociology, and statistics; 572 in 
the category of belles-lettres; 300 on 
natural sciences; 26 on religion and 
theology; 237 on history, cultural re- 
search, and ethnology; 230 on transpor- 
tation and communications; 212 on 
technical, industrial, and commercial 
subjects; and 211 on books for children 
and adolescents. 


Among translations of foreign books, 
more than half were in the realm of 
literary works. Altogether 249 works 
were translated in 1957—221 in 1956. 
The breakdown by languages, with fig- 
ures for 1956 in parentheses, was as fol- 
lows: 117 (118) from English, 63 (46) 
from French, 13 (19) from Italian, 11 
(5) from Swedish, and 45 (42) from 
14 (13) other languages. 


The total value of Austrian book ex- 
ports in 1957 was about 112 million 
schillings, or US$4.3 million, as against 
125 million schillings the year before. 
Approximately 70 percent of the exports 
represented sales to the German lan- 
guage area. (For previous report on 
the Austrian publishing industry sée 
Foreign Commerce Weekly of Mar. 25, 
1957, p. 26.) ' 





Colombian exports of green coffee 
totaled about 4.8 million sacks (132.276 
pounds each), 5 percent less than 1956 
exports by volume and the smallest 
quantity shipped since 1951, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Colombia ‘and other coffee-producing 
countries of Latin America are attempt- 
ing to stabilize coffee prices through re- 
duced: shipments under an agreement 
signed in Mexico City in October 1957. 
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U. S$. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Controls Relaxed on Exports to 


Macao; Cotton Added to GHK List 


All general license provisions formerly applicable to Hong Kong now 
have been extended to the neighboring Portuguese colony of Macao, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of Commerce, an- 


nounced on May 29. 

Previously, general license GHK pro- 
vide for shipments to Hong Kong only 
and applied to a list of specified com- 
modities which exporters could ship to 
that destination without applying for 
individual export licenses. This general 
license provision has now been extended 
to cover shipments of the same com- 
modities to Macao. The complete GHK 
list is published in BFC’s Comprehensive 
Export Schedule and includes such com- 
modities as certain foodstuffs and tex- 
tiles; wearing apparel; lumber, wood, 
paper, glass and clay products, hard rub- 
ber goods; wool and wool manufacturers; 
office machines, including typewriters; 
photographic, projection, and optical 
goods; agricultural machines and im- 
plements; and certain household and 
industrial insecticides. 


GLY Provisions Extended 


In addition, BFC announced also that, 
effective May 29, all items not listed 
on the Bureau's Positive List of Com- 
modities now may be shipped to Macao 
under general license GLV if the value 
of each shipment under one Schedule B 
number does not exceed $25. 


Previously, all shipments to Macao 
required individual export licenses 
whether or not they were listed on 
BFC’s positive list and regardless of 
their value. 


Cotton Added to GHK List 


In a further announcement, BFC said 
that raw coton and linters, Scheduled B 
Nos. 30005 through 30045, have been 
added to the list of commodities ex- 
portable to Hong Kong and Macao under 
general license GHK. 

These announcements are published in 
detail in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin 
No. 800, dated May 29. 





U. S. Export Privileges 
Denied Firm In Austria 


Steuerungstechnik und Messgerate, 
G.m.b.H., an import-export firm of Vi- 
enna, Austria, has been denied all U. S. 
export privileges for refusing to answer 
questions regarding the ultimate dispo- 
sition of a centrifuge the firm had im- 
ported from the United States, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

BFC said that the high-speed scien- 
tific research apparatus, valued at $20,- 
750, was purchased by the Austrian firm 
from a U. S. supplier in mid-1957, osten- 
sibly for use in Austria. Having infor- 
mation indicating that the centrifuge 
came into the hands of an East German 
forwarder after it reached Austria, BFC 
asked the Austrian firm to explain its 
disposition of the laboratory equipment. 
The Austrian firm replied that since it 
had purchased and paid for the centri- 
fuge it could dispose of it without ac- 
counting to the United States. 

BFC held that this was no excuse for 
refusal to answer pertinent questions 
about the disposition of the centrifuge 
because U.S.-origin goods remain subject 
to U. S. export controls until they reach 
their authorized destination. 

The denial order, issued May 8, will 
remain in effect until the firm satis- 
factorily answers BFC’s questions or 
gives an adequate reason for not do- 
ing so. 

Under the terms of the order, Steuer- 
ungstechnik and any other person or 
firm*with whom it may be associated 
are prohibited from ordering, receiving, 
disposing, or otherwise participating in 
U. S. exports, either directly or indirect- 
ly. The order further states that no 
export or related service involving VU. S. 
goods may be performed for them by 
any firm or person, 


a 


Farm Surplus Pact 
Signed With Burma 


An agreement for the sale to Burm 
for kyats (Burmese currency) of surplus 
agricultural commodities valued at $1 
million, including certain transportatig, 
costs, was announced by the Departmen 
of Agriculture on May 27. 

The commodity composition of this 
agreement, in millions of dollars, is a 
follows: Cotton, $13.6; soybean o& 
cottonseed oil, $1.8; tobacco, $1; dairy 
products, $0.6; with transportation costs 
estimated at $1. The cotton may total 
about 85,000 bales, and will be shipped 
to other countries where it will be mae 
into yarn and cloth, which will be ship. 
ped to Burma. Burma will pay the 
manufacturing costs independently of 
the agreement. 

As in other P. L. 480 agreements, the 
commodity sales will be made by private 
U. S. traders. 

The proceeds of these sales are tok 
used for various purposes, including 
development of new markets for U, § 
agricultural products, assistance t 
activities authorized under the U. § 
Information and Educational Exchange 
Act of 1948, and loans to the Gover; 
ment of Burma to promote economic 
development in that country. 
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